






414 Nicollet Mall 
Minneapolis, MN 55401 

1-800-895-4999 
Xcelenergy.com 

August 29, 2017

Meghan Brown, Project Manager
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
La Crescent Field Office
1114 South Oak Street
La Crescent, MN 55947

Re: 345 kV Huntley to Wilmarth Transmission Line Project 
Blue Earth, Faribault, Nicollet, and Martin County, Minnesota

Dear Ms. Brown:

Xcel Energy is proposing to construct a new 345 kilovolt (kV) high voltage transmission line (HVTL),
extending from Xcel’s Wilmarth Generating Station located in Mankato in Blue Earth County, to an ITC 
Midwest Huntley Substation south of Winnebago in Faribault County, just south of the intersection of U.S. 
Highway 169 and 345th Avenue. 

The project, referred to as the Huntley to Wilmarth 345 kV Project (Project), was identified by the 
Midcontinent Independent System Operator (MISO) as a market efficiency project to provide access to 
lower cost energy sources (e.g., wind energy) that currently cannot be fully utilized due to lack of adequate 
transmission. The Project is part of infrastructure improvements needed to allow advancement of renewable 
energy—particularly wind energy—in the state, throughout MISO, and nationally.  Xcel Energy and ITC 
Midwest will co-own the new transmission line and Xcel Energy is acting as lead developer of the Project. 
The Project’s endpoints were identified by MISO analysts specifically to allow the next increment of 
transmission capacity in the most efficient way.  

Xcel Energy is in the process of evaluating route alternatives within the study area based on analysis of 
publicly available data that minimize socioeconomic and environmental impacts, maximize co-location 
with other infrastructure, and satisfy regulatory routing and facility siting requirements. Xcel Energy
identified many potential route options within a large study area in order to obtain agency and public input 
to support the route selection process. Field review of final route alternatives are in the process of being
conducted to clarify or confirm potential route issues or constraints. The attached map depicts the study 
area for the proposed Project and presents a selection of preliminary route options. If you prefer to review 
the data in a GIS shapefile format, please let us know and we will 

Xcel Energy intends to file a Certificate of Need (CON) and Route Permit (RP) Application by the end of 
2017, in accordance with Minnesota Rules (Minn. R.) 7849 and Minn. R. 7850 respectively, to the 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (PUC) for the Project. As part of this process, Xcel Energy is
conducting public meetings and stakeholder outreach, as well as coordinate with applicable regulatory and 
government offices. We appreciate your assistance as we evaluate siting and routing information and work 
through the PUC’s approval process. Please let us know if you have information we should consider in 
evaluating routes.
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If you prefer to review the routes Xcel Energy is studying in a GIS shapefile format, or if you have questions 
and would like additional information about the proposed Project, please contact me at 
Thomas.Hillstrom@xcelenergy.com or (612) 330-5835.  

Sincerely,

Thomas Hillstrom
Principal Permitting Agent 

Enclosure: Project Location Map





From: Hillstrom, Thomas G
To: Naomi Christenson
Subject: Fwd: Huntley to Wilmarth Transmission Line
Date: Thursday, September 28, 2017 7:41:57 AM

FYI

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Oja, Mark - NRCS, St. Paul, MN" <Mark.Oja@mn.usda.gov<mailto:Mark.Oja@mn.usda.gov>>
Date: September 28, 2017 at 7:34:06 AM CDT
To: "Hillstrom, Thomas G" <Thomas.Hillstrom@xcelenergy.com<mailto:Thomas.Hillstrom@xcelenergy.com>>
Subject: RE: Huntley to Wilmarth Transmission Line

XCEL ENERGY SECURITY NOTICE: This email originated from an external sender. Exercise caution before
clicking on any links or attachments and consider whether you know the sender. For more information please visit
the Phishing page on XpressNET.

Tom

Correct, FPPA would only apply if Federal Funds are utilized.

From: Hillstrom, Thomas G [mailto:Thomas.Hillstrom@xcelenergy.com]
Sent: Wednesday, September 27, 2017 4:03 PM
To: Oja, Mark - NRCS, St. Paul, MN <Mark.Oja@mn.usda.gov<mailto:Mark.Oja@mn.usda.gov>>
Subject: RE: Huntley to Wilmarth Transmission Line

Mark,

Thank you for the letter.  The link to the easement mapping site is very helpful.

Regarding the Farmland Policy Protection Act, our project will not use any federal funding nor will it be subject to a
NEPA review.  It is our understanding that the FPPA would not apply to the project and that Form AD-1006 would
not be required.  Can you confirm that?

Thank You

Tom Hillstrom
Xcel Energy | Responsible By Nature
Principal Permitting Agent
414 Nicollet Mall, 414-6A Minneapolis, MN 55401
P: 612 330 5835 C: 612 584 8783
E: thomas.hillstrom@xcelenergy.com<mailto:thomas.hillstrom@xcelenergy.com>

From: Oja, Mark - NRCS, St. Paul, MN [mailto:Mark.Oja@mn.usda.gov]
Sent: Wednesday, September 27, 2017 8:47 AM
To: Hillstrom, Thomas G
Subject: Huntley to Wilmarth Transmission Line

XCEL ENERGY SECURITY NOTICE: This email originated from an external sender. Exercise caution before
clicking on any links or attachments and consider whether you know the sender. For more information please visit



the Phishing page on XpressNET.
Mr. Hillstrom:

Attached please find MN - NRCS comments relative to your project proposal.  There are a number of NRCS
administered permanent easements that may be impacted by your proposed project depending on the final selection
of the route.  NRCS supports a public access website (link attached in the response letter) which identifies the
location of these easements to aid in your evaluation of proposed routes.

Regards
Mark Oja
Wildlife Biologist
USDA-NRCS
Suite 600
375 Jackson St.
St. Paul, MN  55101
P) 651.602.7868

This electronic message contains information generated by the USDA solely for the intended recipients. Any
unauthorized interception of this message or the use or disclosure of the information it contains may violate the law
and subject the violator to civil or criminal penalties. If you believe you have received this message in error, please
notify the sender and delete the email immediately.
XCEL ENERGY SECURITY NOTICE: This email originated from an external sender. Exercise caution before
clicking on any links or attachments and consider whether you know the sender. For more information please visit
the Phishing page on XpressNET.
XCEL ENERGY SECURITY NOTICE: This email originated from an external sender. Exercise caution before
clicking on any links or attachments and consider whether you know the sender. For more information please visit
the Phishing page on XpressNET.





 
414 Nicollet Mall                           
Minneapolis, MN 55401 
 
1-800-895-4999 
Xcelenergy.com 

August 29, 2017

  
David Hauga
Chair
USDA FSA Minnesota State Office
375 Jackson Street, Suite 400
St. Paul, MN 55101

Re: 345 kV Huntley to Wilmarth Transmission Line Project 
Blue Earth, Faribault, Nicollet, and Martin County, Minnesota

Dear David Hauga:

Xcel Energy is proposing to construct a new 345 kilovolt (kV) high voltage transmission line (HVTL),
extending from Xcel’s Wilmarth Generating Station located in Mankato in Blue Earth County, to an ITC 
Midwest Huntley Substation south of Winnebago in Faribault County, just south of the intersection of U.S. 
Highway 169 and 345th Avenue. 

The project, referred to as the Huntley to Wilmarth 345 kV Project (Project), was identified by the 
Midcontinent Independent System Operator (MISO) as a market efficiency project to provide access to 
lower cost energy sources (e.g., wind energy) that currently cannot be fully utilized due to lack of adequate 
transmission. The Project is part of infrastructure improvements needed to allow advancement of renewable 
energy—particularly wind energy—in the state, throughout MISO, and nationally.  Xcel Energy and ITC 
Midwest will co-own the new transmission line and Xcel Energy is acting as lead developer of the Project. 
The Project’s endpoints were identified by MISO analysts specifically to allow the next increment of 
transmission capacity in the most efficient way.  

Xcel Energy is in the process of evaluating route alternatives within the study area based on analysis of 
publicly available data that minimize socioeconomic and environmental impacts, maximize co-location 
with other infrastructure, and satisfy regulatory routing and facility siting requirements. Xcel Energy
identified many potential route options within a large study area in order to obtain agency and public input 
to support the route selection process. Field review of final route alternatives are in the process of being
conducted to clarify or confirm potential route issues or constraints. The attached map depicts the study 
area for the proposed Project and presents a selection of preliminary route options. If you prefer to review 
the data in a GIS shapefile format, please let us know and we will 

Xcel Energy intends to file a Certificate of Need (CON) and Route Permit (RP) Application by the end of 
2017, in accordance with Minnesota Rules (Minn. R.) 7849 and Minn. R. 7850 respectively, to the 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (PUC) for the Project. As part of this process, Xcel Energy is
conducting public meetings and stakeholder outreach, as well as coordinate with applicable regulatory and 
government offices. We appreciate your assistance as we evaluate siting and routing information and work 
through the PUC’s approval process. Please let us know if you have information we should consider in 
evaluating routes.
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If you prefer to review the routes Xcel Energy is studying in a GIS shapefile format, or if you have questions 
and would like additional information about the proposed Project, please contact me at 
Thomas.Hillstrom@xcelenergy.com or (612) 330-5835.  

Sincerely,

Thomas Hillstrom
Principal Permitting Agent 

Enclosure: Project Location Map



 
414 Nicollet Mall                           
Minneapolis, MN 55401 
 
1-800-895-4999 
Xcelenergy.com 

August 29, 2017

  
Cathee Pullman
State Conservationist
USDA Natural Resource Conservation Service
375 Jackson Street
Suite 600
St. Paul, MN 55101-1854

Re: 345 kV Huntley to Wilmarth Transmission Line Project 
Blue Earth, Faribault, Nicollet, and Martin County, Minnesota

Dear Cathee Pullman:

Xcel Energy is proposing to construct a new 345 kilovolt (kV) high voltage transmission line (HVTL),
extending from Xcel’s Wilmarth Generating Station located in Mankato in Blue Earth County, to an ITC 
Midwest Huntley Substation south of Winnebago in Faribault County, just south of the intersection of U.S. 
Highway 169 and 345th Avenue. 

The project, referred to as the Huntley to Wilmarth 345 kV Project (Project), was identified by the 
Midcontinent Independent System Operator (MISO) as a market efficiency project to provide access to 
lower cost energy sources (e.g., wind energy) that currently cannot be fully utilized due to lack of adequate 
transmission. The Project is part of infrastructure improvements needed to allow advancement of renewable 
energy—particularly wind energy—in the state, throughout MISO, and nationally.  Xcel Energy and ITC 
Midwest will co-own the new transmission line and Xcel Energy is acting as lead developer of the Project. 
The Project’s endpoints were identified by MISO analysts specifically to allow the next increment of 
transmission capacity in the most efficient way.  

Xcel Energy is in the process of evaluating route alternatives within the study area based on analysis of 
publicly available data that minimize socioeconomic and environmental impacts, maximize co-location 
with other infrastructure, and satisfy regulatory routing and facility siting requirements. Xcel Energy
identified many potential route options within a large study area in order to obtain agency and public input 
to support the route selection process. Field review of final route alternatives are in the process of being
conducted to clarify or confirm potential route issues or constraints. The attached map depicts the study 
area for the proposed Project and presents a selection of preliminary route options. If you prefer to review 
the data in a GIS shapefile format, please let us know and we will 

Xcel Energy intends to file a Certificate of Need (CON) and Route Permit (RP) Application by the end of 
2017, in accordance with Minnesota Rules (Minn. R.) 7849 and Minn. R. 7850 respectively, to the 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (PUC) for the Project. As part of this process, Xcel Energy is
conducting public meetings and stakeholder outreach, as well as coordinate with applicable regulatory and 
government offices. We appreciate your assistance as we evaluate siting and routing information and work 
through the PUC’s approval process. Please let us know if you have information we should consider in 
evaluating routes.
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If you prefer to review the routes Xcel Energy is studying in a GIS shapefile format, or if you have questions 
and would like additional information about the proposed Project, please contact me at 
Thomas.Hillstrom@xcelenergy.com or (612) 330-5835.  

Sincerely,

Thomas Hillstrom
Principal Permitting Agent 

Enclosure: Project Location Map





Huntley-Wilmarth 
Phone conference with Mike Malling and Gerry Schimek (USFWS) 9am August 8, 2017 

 
Xcel Energy staff: Chris Rogers and Tom Hillstrom 
 
This call was set up to discuss routing through the Roberts, Nelson and Altenburg  WPA’s.  Roberts and 
Nelson WPA’s both have existing NSP transmission lines on them with easements predating Federal 
ownership. Both are being considered as route options for the new 345kV line, either as double circuit 
with the existing line. The Altenburg WPA does not have existing lines or easements and is along a new 
route being considered.  
 
Mike and Gerry agreed that new lines proposed through the Roberts and Nelson WPA’s would be 
acceptable as long as we stay within the existing easement and comply with the terms. Roberts WPA 
existing easement is 75’ wide (Line 5300) and Nelson WPA existing easement is 150’ wide (Line 0982). 
Copies of the existing easements were provided to Mike. 
 
Although the proposed new route through the Altenburg WPA would only involve overhang of wires 
over the driveway, Mike and Gerry discouraged the concept and stated that approval would be unlikely. 
 
 









LEECH LAKE BAND OF OJIBWE 
Tribal Historic Preservation Office

Amy Burnette, Tribal Historic Preservation Officer
Sheila Gotchie, Office Manager

_________________________________           

_________________________________________________________________________________________
Leech Lake Tribal Historic Preservation Office – Established in 1996

An Office Within the Division of Resource Management
190 Sailstar Drive NE * Cass Lake, MN 56633

(218) 335-2940 * FAX (218) 335-2974
amy.burnette@llojibwe.org

September 26, 2017

Xcel Energy
ATTN: Thomas Hillstrom, Principal Permitting Agent  
414 Nicollet Mall
Minneapolis, MN 55401

RE: 345k V Huntley to Wilmarth Transmission Line Project
Blue Earth, Faribault, Nicollet, and Martin Counties, Minnesota

  LL THPO No. 17-350-NCRI

Dear Mr. Hillstrom, 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the above-referenced project. It has been reviewed pursuant to the 
responsibilities given the Tribal Historic Preservation Officer (THPO) by the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as 
amended in 1992 and the Procedures of the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation (38CFR800). 

I have reviewed the documentation; after careful consideration of our records, I have determined that the 
Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe does not have any known recorded sites of religious or cultural importance in 
these areas.   

Should any human remains or suspected human remains be encountered, all work shall cease and the following 
personnel should be notified immediately in this order: County Sheriff’s Office and Office of the State Archaeologist. If any
human remains or culturally affiliated objects are inadvertently discovered this will prompt the process to which the Band 
will become informed. 

Please note:  The above determination does not “exempt” future projects from Section 106 review.  In the event of any 
other tribe notifying us of concerns for a specific project, we may re-enter into the consultation process.

You may contact me at (218) 335-2940 if you have questions regarding our review of this project. Please refer to the LL-
THPO Number as stated above in all correspondence with this project. 

Respectfully submitted,

AAmy Burnette 
Tribal Historic Preservation Officer   



 
414 Nicollet Mall                           
Minneapolis, MN 55401 
 
1-800-895-4999 
Xcelenergy.com 

September 8, 2017

Cathy Chavers - Tribal Chair
Bois Forte Band of Chippewa
5344 Lakeshore Drive
Nett Lake, MN 55772

Re: 345 kV Huntley to Wilmarth Transmission Line Project 
Blue Earth, Faribault, Nicollet, and Martin County, Minnesota

Dear Cathy Chavers:

Xcel Energy is proposing to construct a new 345 kilovolt (kV) high voltage transmission line (HVTL),
extending from Xcel’s Wilmarth Generating Station located in Mankato in Blue Earth County, to an ITC 
Midwest Huntley Substation south of Winnebago in Faribault County, just south of the intersection of U.S. 
Highway 169 and 345th Avenue. 

The project, referred to as the Huntley to Wilmarth 345 kV Project (Project), was identified by the 
Midcontinent Independent System Operator (MISO) as a market efficiency project to provide access to 
lower cost energy sources (e.g., wind energy) that currently cannot be fully utilized due to lack of adequate 
transmission. The Project is part of infrastructure improvements needed to allow advancement of renewable 
energy—particularly wind energy—in the state, throughout MISO, and nationally.  Xcel Energy and ITC 
Midwest will co-own the new transmission line and Xcel Energy is acting as lead developer of the Project. 
The Project’s endpoints were identified by MISO analysts specifically to allow the next increment of 
transmission capacity in the most efficient way.  

Xcel Energy is in the process of evaluating route alternatives within the study area based on analysis of 
publicly available data that minimize socioeconomic and environmental impacts, maximize co-location 
with other infrastructure, and satisfy regulatory routing and facility siting requirements. Xcel Energy
identified many potential route options within a large study area in order to obtain agency and public input 
to support the route selection process. Field review of final route alternatives are in the process of being
conducted to clarify or confirm potential route issues or constraints. The attached map depicts the study 
area for the proposed Project and presents a selection of preliminary route options. If you prefer to review 
the data in a GIS shapefile format, please let us know and we will 

Xcel Energy intends to file a Certificate of Need (CON) and Route Permit (RP) Application by the end of 
2017, in accordance with Minnesota Rules (Minn. R.) 7849 and Minn. R. 7850 respectively, to the 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (PUC) for the Project. As part of this process, Xcel Energy is
conducting public meetings and stakeholder outreach, as well as coordinate with applicable regulatory and 
government offices. We appreciate your assistance as we evaluate siting and routing information and work 
through the PUC’s approval process. Please let us know if you have information we should consider in 
evaluating routes.
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If you prefer to review the routes Xcel Energy is studying in a GIS shapefile format, or if you have questions 
and would like additional information about the proposed Project, please contact me at 
Thomas.Hillstrom@xcelenergy.com or (612) 330-5835.  

Sincerely,

Thomas Hillstrom
Principal Permitting Agent 

Enclosure: Project Location Map



 
414 Nicollet Mall                           
Minneapolis, MN 55401 
 
1-800-895-4999 
Xcelenergy.com 

September 8, 2017

Kevin DuPuis - Chairman
Fond Du Lac Reservation
1720 Big Lake Rd.
Cloquet, MN 55720

Re: 345 kV Huntley to Wilmarth Transmission Line Project 
Blue Earth, Faribault, Nicollet, and Martin County, Minnesota

Dear Kevin DuPuis:

Xcel Energy is proposing to construct a new 345 kilovolt (kV) high voltage transmission line (HVTL),
extending from Xcel’s Wilmarth Generating Station located in Mankato in Blue Earth County, to an ITC 
Midwest Huntley Substation south of Winnebago in Faribault County, just south of the intersection of U.S. 
Highway 169 and 345th Avenue. 

The project, referred to as the Huntley to Wilmarth 345 kV Project (Project), was identified by the 
Midcontinent Independent System Operator (MISO) as a market efficiency project to provide access to 
lower cost energy sources (e.g., wind energy) that currently cannot be fully utilized due to lack of adequate 
transmission. The Project is part of infrastructure improvements needed to allow advancement of renewable 
energy—particularly wind energy—in the state, throughout MISO, and nationally.  Xcel Energy and ITC 
Midwest will co-own the new transmission line and Xcel Energy is acting as lead developer of the Project. 
The Project’s endpoints were identified by MISO analysts specifically to allow the next increment of 
transmission capacity in the most efficient way.  

Xcel Energy is in the process of evaluating route alternatives within the study area based on analysis of 
publicly available data that minimize socioeconomic and environmental impacts, maximize co-location 
with other infrastructure, and satisfy regulatory routing and facility siting requirements. Xcel Energy
identified many potential route options within a large study area in order to obtain agency and public input 
to support the route selection process. Field review of final route alternatives are in the process of being
conducted to clarify or confirm potential route issues or constraints. The attached map depicts the study 
area for the proposed Project and presents a selection of preliminary route options. If you prefer to review 
the data in a GIS shapefile format, please let us know and we will 

Xcel Energy intends to file a Certificate of Need (CON) and Route Permit (RP) Application by the end of 
2017, in accordance with Minnesota Rules (Minn. R.) 7849 and Minn. R. 7850 respectively, to the 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (PUC) for the Project. As part of this process, Xcel Energy is
conducting public meetings and stakeholder outreach, as well as coordinate with applicable regulatory and 
government offices. We appreciate your assistance as we evaluate siting and routing information and work 
through the PUC’s approval process. Please let us know if you have information we should consider in 
evaluating routes.
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If you prefer to review the routes Xcel Energy is studying in a GIS shapefile format, or if you have questions 
and would like additional information about the proposed Project, please contact me at 
Thomas.Hillstrom@xcelenergy.com or (612) 330-5835.  

Sincerely,

Thomas Hillstrom
Principal Permitting Agent 

Enclosure: Project Location Map



 
414 Nicollet Mall                           
Minneapolis, MN 55401 
 
1-800-895-4999 
Xcelenergy.com 

September 8, 2017

Norman W. Deschampe - Chairman
Grand Portage Band of Chippewa Indians
P.O. Box 428
Grand Portage, MN 55605

Re: 345 kV Huntley to Wilmarth Transmission Line Project 
Blue Earth, Faribault, Nicollet, and Martin County, Minnesota

Dear Norman W. Deschampe:

Xcel Energy is proposing to construct a new 345 kilovolt (kV) high voltage transmission line (HVTL),
extending from Xcel’s Wilmarth Generating Station located in Mankato in Blue Earth County, to an ITC 
Midwest Huntley Substation south of Winnebago in Faribault County, just south of the intersection of U.S. 
Highway 169 and 345th Avenue. 

The project, referred to as the Huntley to Wilmarth 345 kV Project (Project), was identified by the 
Midcontinent Independent System Operator (MISO) as a market efficiency project to provide access to 
lower cost energy sources (e.g., wind energy) that currently cannot be fully utilized due to lack of adequate 
transmission. The Project is part of infrastructure improvements needed to allow advancement of renewable 
energy—particularly wind energy—in the state, throughout MISO, and nationally.  Xcel Energy and ITC 
Midwest will co-own the new transmission line and Xcel Energy is acting as lead developer of the Project. 
The Project’s endpoints were identified by MISO analysts specifically to allow the next increment of 
transmission capacity in the most efficient way.  

Xcel Energy is in the process of evaluating route alternatives within the study area based on analysis of 
publicly available data that minimize socioeconomic and environmental impacts, maximize co-location 
with other infrastructure, and satisfy regulatory routing and facility siting requirements. Xcel Energy
identified many potential route options within a large study area in order to obtain agency and public input 
to support the route selection process. Field review of final route alternatives are in the process of being
conducted to clarify or confirm potential route issues or constraints. The attached map depicts the study 
area for the proposed Project and presents a selection of preliminary route options. If you prefer to review 
the data in a GIS shapefile format, please let us know and we will 

Xcel Energy intends to file a Certificate of Need (CON) and Route Permit (RP) Application by the end of 
2017, in accordance with Minnesota Rules (Minn. R.) 7849 and Minn. R. 7850 respectively, to the 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (PUC) for the Project. As part of this process, Xcel Energy is
conducting public meetings and stakeholder outreach, as well as coordinate with applicable regulatory and 
government offices. We appreciate your assistance as we evaluate siting and routing information and work 
through the PUC’s approval process. Please let us know if you have information we should consider in 
evaluating routes.
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If you prefer to review the routes Xcel Energy is studying in a GIS shapefile format, or if you have questions 
and would like additional information about the proposed Project, please contact me at 
Thomas.Hillstrom@xcelenergy.com or (612) 330-5835.  

Sincerely,

Thomas Hillstrom
Principal Permitting Agent 

Enclosure: Project Location Map
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September 8, 2017

Faron Jackson, Sr. - Chairman
Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe
190 Sailstar Drive NW
Cass Lake, MN 56633 

Re: 345 kV Huntley to Wilmarth Transmission Line Project 
Blue Earth, Faribault, Nicollet, and Martin County, Minnesota

Dear Faron Jackson, Sr.:

Xcel Energy is proposing to construct a new 345 kilovolt (kV) high voltage transmission line (HVTL),
extending from Xcel’s Wilmarth Generating Station located in Mankato in Blue Earth County, to an ITC 
Midwest Huntley Substation south of Winnebago in Faribault County, just south of the intersection of U.S. 
Highway 169 and 345th Avenue. 

The project, referred to as the Huntley to Wilmarth 345 kV Project (Project), was identified by the 
Midcontinent Independent System Operator (MISO) as a market efficiency project to provide access to 
lower cost energy sources (e.g., wind energy) that currently cannot be fully utilized due to lack of adequate 
transmission. The Project is part of infrastructure improvements needed to allow advancement of renewable 
energy—particularly wind energy—in the state, throughout MISO, and nationally.  Xcel Energy and ITC 
Midwest will co-own the new transmission line and Xcel Energy is acting as lead developer of the Project. 
The Project’s endpoints were identified by MISO analysts specifically to allow the next increment of 
transmission capacity in the most efficient way.  

Xcel Energy is in the process of evaluating route alternatives within the study area based on analysis of 
publicly available data that minimize socioeconomic and environmental impacts, maximize co-location 
with other infrastructure, and satisfy regulatory routing and facility siting requirements. Xcel Energy
identified many potential route options within a large study area in order to obtain agency and public input 
to support the route selection process. Field review of final route alternatives are in the process of being
conducted to clarify or confirm potential route issues or constraints. The attached map depicts the study 
area for the proposed Project and presents a selection of preliminary route options. If you prefer to review 
the data in a GIS shapefile format, please let us know and we will 

Xcel Energy intends to file a Certificate of Need (CON) and Route Permit (RP) Application by the end of 
2017, in accordance with Minnesota Rules (Minn. R.) 7849 and Minn. R. 7850 respectively, to the 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (PUC) for the Project. As part of this process, Xcel Energy is
conducting public meetings and stakeholder outreach, as well as coordinate with applicable regulatory and 
government offices. We appreciate your assistance as we evaluate siting and routing information and work 
through the PUC’s approval process. Please let us know if you have information we should consider in 
evaluating routes.



P a g e | 2 

If you prefer to review the routes Xcel Energy is studying in a GIS shapefile format, or if you have questions 
and would like additional information about the proposed Project, please contact me at 
Thomas.Hillstrom@xcelenergy.com or (612) 330-5835.  

Sincerely,

Thomas Hillstrom
Principal Permitting Agent 

Enclosure: Project Location Map
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September 8, 2017

Robert Larsen - Chairman
Lower Sioux Indian Community
39527 Res. Highway 1, P.O. Box 308
Morton, MN 56270

Re: 345 kV Huntley to Wilmarth Transmission Line Project 
Blue Earth, Faribault, Nicollet, and Martin County, Minnesota

Dear Robert Larsen:

Xcel Energy is proposing to construct a new 345 kilovolt (kV) high voltage transmission line (HVTL),
extending from Xcel’s Wilmarth Generating Station located in Mankato in Blue Earth County, to an ITC 
Midwest Huntley Substation south of Winnebago in Faribault County, just south of the intersection of U.S. 
Highway 169 and 345th Avenue. 

The project, referred to as the Huntley to Wilmarth 345 kV Project (Project), was identified by the 
Midcontinent Independent System Operator (MISO) as a market efficiency project to provide access to 
lower cost energy sources (e.g., wind energy) that currently cannot be fully utilized due to lack of adequate 
transmission. The Project is part of infrastructure improvements needed to allow advancement of renewable 
energy—particularly wind energy—in the state, throughout MISO, and nationally.  Xcel Energy and ITC 
Midwest will co-own the new transmission line and Xcel Energy is acting as lead developer of the Project. 
The Project’s endpoints were identified by MISO analysts specifically to allow the next increment of 
transmission capacity in the most efficient way.  

Xcel Energy is in the process of evaluating route alternatives within the study area based on analysis of 
publicly available data that minimize socioeconomic and environmental impacts, maximize co-location 
with other infrastructure, and satisfy regulatory routing and facility siting requirements. Xcel Energy
identified many potential route options within a large study area in order to obtain agency and public input 
to support the route selection process. Field review of final route alternatives are in the process of being
conducted to clarify or confirm potential route issues or constraints. The attached map depicts the study 
area for the proposed Project and presents a selection of preliminary route options. If you prefer to review 
the data in a GIS shapefile format, please let us know and we will 

Xcel Energy intends to file a Certificate of Need (CON) and Route Permit (RP) Application by the end of 
2017, in accordance with Minnesota Rules (Minn. R.) 7849 and Minn. R. 7850 respectively, to the 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (PUC) for the Project. As part of this process, Xcel Energy is
conducting public meetings and stakeholder outreach, as well as coordinate with applicable regulatory and 
government offices. We appreciate your assistance as we evaluate siting and routing information and work 
through the PUC’s approval process. Please let us know if you have information we should consider in 
evaluating routes.
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If you prefer to review the routes Xcel Energy is studying in a GIS shapefile format, or if you have questions 
and would like additional information about the proposed Project, please contact me at 
Thomas.Hillstrom@xcelenergy.com or (612) 330-5835.  

Sincerely,

Thomas Hillstrom
Principal Permitting Agent 

Enclosure: Project Location Map
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September 8, 2017

Tribal Government
Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe
43408 Oodena Dr
Onamia, MN 56359-2236

Re: 345 kV Huntley to Wilmarth Transmission Line Project 
Blue Earth, Faribault, Nicollet, and Martin County, Minnesota

Dear Tribal Government:

Xcel Energy is proposing to construct a new 345 kilovolt (kV) high voltage transmission line (HVTL),
extending from Xcel’s Wilmarth Generating Station located in Mankato in Blue Earth County, to an ITC 
Midwest Huntley Substation south of Winnebago in Faribault County, just south of the intersection of U.S. 
Highway 169 and 345th Avenue. 

The project, referred to as the Huntley to Wilmarth 345 kV Project (Project), was identified by the 
Midcontinent Independent System Operator (MISO) as a market efficiency project to provide access to 
lower cost energy sources (e.g., wind energy) that currently cannot be fully utilized due to lack of adequate 
transmission. The Project is part of infrastructure improvements needed to allow advancement of renewable 
energy—particularly wind energy—in the state, throughout MISO, and nationally.  Xcel Energy and ITC 
Midwest will co-own the new transmission line and Xcel Energy is acting as lead developer of the Project. 
The Project’s endpoints were identified by MISO analysts specifically to allow the next increment of 
transmission capacity in the most efficient way.  

Xcel Energy is in the process of evaluating route alternatives within the study area based on analysis of 
publicly available data that minimize socioeconomic and environmental impacts, maximize co-location 
with other infrastructure, and satisfy regulatory routing and facility siting requirements. Xcel Energy
identified many potential route options within a large study area in order to obtain agency and public input 
to support the route selection process. Field review of final route alternatives are in the process of being
conducted to clarify or confirm potential route issues or constraints. The attached map depicts the study 
area for the proposed Project and presents a selection of preliminary route options. If you prefer to review 
the data in a GIS shapefile format, please let us know and we will 

Xcel Energy intends to file a Certificate of Need (CON) and Route Permit (RP) Application by the end of 
2017, in accordance with Minnesota Rules (Minn. R.) 7849 and Minn. R. 7850 respectively, to the 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (PUC) for the Project. As part of this process, Xcel Energy is
conducting public meetings and stakeholder outreach, as well as coordinate with applicable regulatory and 
government offices. We appreciate your assistance as we evaluate siting and routing information and work 
through the PUC’s approval process. Please let us know if you have information we should consider in 
evaluating routes.
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If you prefer to review the routes Xcel Energy is studying in a GIS shapefile format, or if you have questions 
and would like additional information about the proposed Project, please contact me at 
Thomas.Hillstrom@xcelenergy.com or (612) 330-5835.  

Sincerely,

Thomas Hillstrom
Principal Permitting Agent 

Enclosure: Project Location Map



 
414 Nicollet Mall                           
Minneapolis, MN 55401 
 
1-800-895-4999 
Xcelenergy.com 

September 8, 2017

Deborah McCoy - Tribal Council’s Administrative Assistant
Prairie Island Indian Community
5636 Sturgeon Lake Road
Welch, MN 55089

Re: 345 kV Huntley to Wilmarth Transmission Line Project 
Blue Earth, Faribault, Nicollet, and Martin County, Minnesota

Dear Deborah McCoy:

Xcel Energy is proposing to construct a new 345 kilovolt (kV) high voltage transmission line (HVTL),
extending from Xcel’s Wilmarth Generating Station located in Mankato in Blue Earth County, to an ITC 
Midwest Huntley Substation south of Winnebago in Faribault County, just south of the intersection of U.S. 
Highway 169 and 345th Avenue. 

The project, referred to as the Huntley to Wilmarth 345 kV Project (Project), was identified by the 
Midcontinent Independent System Operator (MISO) as a market efficiency project to provide access to 
lower cost energy sources (e.g., wind energy) that currently cannot be fully utilized due to lack of adequate 
transmission. The Project is part of infrastructure improvements needed to allow advancement of renewable 
energy—particularly wind energy—in the state, throughout MISO, and nationally.  Xcel Energy and ITC 
Midwest will co-own the new transmission line and Xcel Energy is acting as lead developer of the Project. 
The Project’s endpoints were identified by MISO analysts specifically to allow the next increment of 
transmission capacity in the most efficient way.  

Xcel Energy is in the process of evaluating route alternatives within the study area based on analysis of 
publicly available data that minimize socioeconomic and environmental impacts, maximize co-location 
with other infrastructure, and satisfy regulatory routing and facility siting requirements. Xcel Energy
identified many potential route options within a large study area in order to obtain agency and public input 
to support the route selection process. Field review of final route alternatives are in the process of being
conducted to clarify or confirm potential route issues or constraints. The attached map depicts the study 
area for the proposed Project and presents a selection of preliminary route options. If you prefer to review 
the data in a GIS shapefile format, please let us know and we will 

Xcel Energy intends to file a Certificate of Need (CON) and Route Permit (RP) Application by the end of 
2017, in accordance with Minnesota Rules (Minn. R.) 7849 and Minn. R. 7850 respectively, to the 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (PUC) for the Project. As part of this process, Xcel Energy is
conducting public meetings and stakeholder outreach, as well as coordinate with applicable regulatory and 
government offices. We appreciate your assistance as we evaluate siting and routing information and work 
through the PUC’s approval process. Please let us know if you have information we should consider in 
evaluating routes.
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If you prefer to review the routes Xcel Energy is studying in a GIS shapefile format, or if you have questions 
and would like additional information about the proposed Project, please contact me at 
Thomas.Hillstrom@xcelenergy.com or (612) 330-5835.  

Sincerely,

Thomas Hillstrom
Principal Permitting Agent 

Enclosure: Project Location Map



 
414 Nicollet Mall                           
Minneapolis, MN 55401 
 
1-800-895-4999 
Xcelenergy.com 

September 8, 2017

Darrell G. Seki, Sr. – Chairman
Red Lake Band of Chippewa Indians
15484 Migizi Drive
Red Lake, MN 56671

Re: 345 kV Huntley to Wilmarth Transmission Line Project 
Blue Earth, Faribault, Nicollet, and Martin County, Minnesota

Dear Darrell G. Seki, Sr.:  

Xcel Energy is proposing to construct a new 345 kilovolt (kV) high voltage transmission line (HVTL),
extending from Xcel’s Wilmarth Generating Station located in Mankato in Blue Earth County, to an ITC 
Midwest Huntley Substation south of Winnebago in Faribault County, just south of the intersection of U.S. 
Highway 169 and 345th Avenue. 

The project, referred to as the Huntley to Wilmarth 345 kV Project (Project), was identified by the 
Midcontinent Independent System Operator (MISO) as a market efficiency project to provide access to 
lower cost energy sources (e.g., wind energy) that currently cannot be fully utilized due to lack of adequate 
transmission. The Project is part of infrastructure improvements needed to allow advancement of renewable 
energy—particularly wind energy—in the state, throughout MISO, and nationally.  Xcel Energy and ITC 
Midwest will co-own the new transmission line and Xcel Energy is acting as lead developer of the Project. 
The Project’s endpoints were identified by MISO analysts specifically to allow the next increment of 
transmission capacity in the most efficient way.  

Xcel Energy is in the process of evaluating route alternatives within the study area based on analysis of 
publicly available data that minimize socioeconomic and environmental impacts, maximize co-location 
with other infrastructure, and satisfy regulatory routing and facility siting requirements. Xcel Energy
identified many potential route options within a large study area in order to obtain agency and public input 
to support the route selection process. Field review of final route alternatives are in the process of being
conducted to clarify or confirm potential route issues or constraints. The attached map depicts the study 
area for the proposed Project and presents a selection of preliminary route options. If you prefer to review 
the data in a GIS shapefile format, please let us know and we will 

Xcel Energy intends to file a Certificate of Need (CON) and Route Permit (RP) Application by the end of 
2017, in accordance with Minnesota Rules (Minn. R.) 7849 and Minn. R. 7850 respectively, to the 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (PUC) for the Project. As part of this process, Xcel Energy is
conducting public meetings and stakeholder outreach, as well as coordinate with applicable regulatory and 
government offices. We appreciate your assistance as we evaluate siting and routing information and work 
through the PUC’s approval process. Please let us know if you have information we should consider in 
evaluating routes.
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If you prefer to review the routes Xcel Energy is studying in a GIS shapefile format, or if you have questions 
and would like additional information about the proposed Project, please contact me at 
Thomas.Hillstrom@xcelenergy.com or (612) 330-5835.  

Sincerely,

Thomas Hillstrom
Principal Permitting Agent 

Enclosure: Project Location Map
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Minneapolis, MN 55401 
 
1-800-895-4999 
Xcelenergy.com 

September 8, 2017

Charles Vig – Chairman SMSC Business Council Chairman
Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux (Dakota) Community
2330 Sioux Trail NW
Prior Lake, MN 55372

Re: 345 kV Huntley to Wilmarth Transmission Line Project 
Blue Earth, Faribault, Nicollet, and Martin County, Minnesota

Dear Charles Vig:

Xcel Energy is proposing to construct a new 345 kilovolt (kV) high voltage transmission line (HVTL),
extending from Xcel’s Wilmarth Generating Station located in Mankato in Blue Earth County, to an ITC 
Midwest Huntley Substation south of Winnebago in Faribault County, just south of the intersection of U.S. 
Highway 169 and 345th Avenue. 

The project, referred to as the Huntley to Wilmarth 345 kV Project (Project), was identified by the 
Midcontinent Independent System Operator (MISO) as a market efficiency project to provide access to 
lower cost energy sources (e.g., wind energy) that currently cannot be fully utilized due to lack of adequate 
transmission. The Project is part of infrastructure improvements needed to allow advancement of renewable 
energy—particularly wind energy—in the state, throughout MISO, and nationally.  Xcel Energy and ITC 
Midwest will co-own the new transmission line and Xcel Energy is acting as lead developer of the Project. 
The Project’s endpoints were identified by MISO analysts specifically to allow the next increment of 
transmission capacity in the most efficient way.  

Xcel Energy is in the process of evaluating route alternatives within the study area based on analysis of 
publicly available data that minimize socioeconomic and environmental impacts, maximize co-location 
with other infrastructure, and satisfy regulatory routing and facility siting requirements. Xcel Energy
identified many potential route options within a large study area in order to obtain agency and public input 
to support the route selection process. Field review of final route alternatives are in the process of being
conducted to clarify or confirm potential route issues or constraints. The attached map depicts the study 
area for the proposed Project and presents a selection of preliminary route options. If you prefer to review 
the data in a GIS shapefile format, please let us know and we will 

Xcel Energy intends to file a Certificate of Need (CON) and Route Permit (RP) Application by the end of 
2017, in accordance with Minnesota Rules (Minn. R.) 7849 and Minn. R. 7850 respectively, to the 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (PUC) for the Project. As part of this process, Xcel Energy is
conducting public meetings and stakeholder outreach, as well as coordinate with applicable regulatory and 
government offices. We appreciate your assistance as we evaluate siting and routing information and work 
through the PUC’s approval process. Please let us know if you have information we should consider in 
evaluating routes.
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If you prefer to review the routes Xcel Energy is studying in a GIS shapefile format, or if you have questions 
and would like additional information about the proposed Project, please contact me at 
Thomas.Hillstrom@xcelenergy.com or (612) 330-5835.  

Sincerely,

Thomas Hillstrom
Principal Permitting Agent 

Enclosure: Project Location Map
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1-800-895-4999 
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September 8, 2017

Kevin Jensvold – Chairman
Upper Sioux Community
5722 Travers Lane, P.O. Box 147
Granite Falls, MN 56241

Re: 345 kV Huntley to Wilmarth Transmission Line Project 
Blue Earth, Faribault, Nicollet, and Martin County, Minnesota

Dear Kevin Jensvold:

Xcel Energy is proposing to construct a new 345 kilovolt (kV) high voltage transmission line (HVTL),
extending from Xcel’s Wilmarth Generating Station located in Mankato in Blue Earth County, to an ITC 
Midwest Huntley Substation south of Winnebago in Faribault County, just south of the intersection of U.S. 
Highway 169 and 345th Avenue. 

The project, referred to as the Huntley to Wilmarth 345 kV Project (Project), was identified by the 
Midcontinent Independent System Operator (MISO) as a market efficiency project to provide access to 
lower cost energy sources (e.g., wind energy) that currently cannot be fully utilized due to lack of adequate 
transmission. The Project is part of infrastructure improvements needed to allow advancement of renewable 
energy—particularly wind energy—in the state, throughout MISO, and nationally.  Xcel Energy and ITC 
Midwest will co-own the new transmission line and Xcel Energy is acting as lead developer of the Project. 
The Project’s endpoints were identified by MISO analysts specifically to allow the next increment of 
transmission capacity in the most efficient way.  

Xcel Energy is in the process of evaluating route alternatives within the study area based on analysis of 
publicly available data that minimize socioeconomic and environmental impacts, maximize co-location 
with other infrastructure, and satisfy regulatory routing and facility siting requirements. Xcel Energy
identified many potential route options within a large study area in order to obtain agency and public input 
to support the route selection process. Field review of final route alternatives are in the process of being
conducted to clarify or confirm potential route issues or constraints. The attached map depicts the study 
area for the proposed Project and presents a selection of preliminary route options. If you prefer to review 
the data in a GIS shapefile format, please let us know and we will 

Xcel Energy intends to file a Certificate of Need (CON) and Route Permit (RP) Application by the end of 
2017, in accordance with Minnesota Rules (Minn. R.) 7849 and Minn. R. 7850 respectively, to the 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (PUC) for the Project. As part of this process, Xcel Energy is
conducting public meetings and stakeholder outreach, as well as coordinate with applicable regulatory and 
government offices. We appreciate your assistance as we evaluate siting and routing information and work 
through the PUC’s approval process. Please let us know if you have information we should consider in 
evaluating routes.
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If you prefer to review the routes Xcel Energy is studying in a GIS shapefile format, or if you have questions 
and would like additional information about the proposed Project, please contact me at 
Thomas.Hillstrom@xcelenergy.com or (612) 330-5835.  

Sincerely,

Thomas Hillstrom
Principal Permitting Agent 

Enclosure: Project Location Map
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1-800-895-4999 
Xcelenergy.com 

September 8, 2017

Terrence "Terry" Tibbetts - Chairman
White Earth Reservation
P.O. Box 418
White Earth, MN 56591

Re: 345 kV Huntley to Wilmarth Transmission Line Project 
Blue Earth, Faribault, Nicollet, and Martin County, Minnesota

Dear Terrence "Terry" Tibbetts:  

Xcel Energy is proposing to construct a new 345 kilovolt (kV) high voltage transmission line (HVTL),
extending from Xcel’s Wilmarth Generating Station located in Mankato in Blue Earth County, to an ITC 
Midwest Huntley Substation south of Winnebago in Faribault County, just south of the intersection of U.S. 
Highway 169 and 345th Avenue. 

The project, referred to as the Huntley to Wilmarth 345 kV Project (Project), was identified by the 
Midcontinent Independent System Operator (MISO) as a market efficiency project to provide access to 
lower cost energy sources (e.g., wind energy) that currently cannot be fully utilized due to lack of adequate 
transmission. The Project is part of infrastructure improvements needed to allow advancement of renewable 
energy—particularly wind energy—in the state, throughout MISO, and nationally.  Xcel Energy and ITC 
Midwest will co-own the new transmission line and Xcel Energy is acting as lead developer of the Project. 
The Project’s endpoints were identified by MISO analysts specifically to allow the next increment of 
transmission capacity in the most efficient way.  

Xcel Energy is in the process of evaluating route alternatives within the study area based on analysis of 
publicly available data that minimize socioeconomic and environmental impacts, maximize co-location 
with other infrastructure, and satisfy regulatory routing and facility siting requirements. Xcel Energy
identified many potential route options within a large study area in order to obtain agency and public input 
to support the route selection process. Field review of final route alternatives are in the process of being
conducted to clarify or confirm potential route issues or constraints. The attached map depicts the study 
area for the proposed Project and presents a selection of preliminary route options. If you prefer to review 
the data in a GIS shapefile format, please let us know and we will 

Xcel Energy intends to file a Certificate of Need (CON) and Route Permit (RP) Application by the end of 
2017, in accordance with Minnesota Rules (Minn. R.) 7849 and Minn. R. 7850 respectively, to the 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (PUC) for the Project. As part of this process, Xcel Energy is
conducting public meetings and stakeholder outreach, as well as coordinate with applicable regulatory and 
government offices. We appreciate your assistance as we evaluate siting and routing information and work 
through the PUC’s approval process. Please let us know if you have information we should consider in 
evaluating routes.
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If you prefer to review the routes Xcel Energy is studying in a GIS shapefile format, or if you have questions 
and would like additional information about the proposed Project, please contact me at 
Thomas.Hillstrom@xcelenergy.com or (612) 330-5835.  

Sincerely,

Thomas Hillstrom
Principal Permitting Agent 

Enclosure: Project Location Map
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Xcelenergy.com 

September 8, 2017

Kevin DuPuis – MCT President
Minnesota Chippewa Tribe (MCT)
15542 State Hwy 371 NW
Cass Lake, MN 56633

Re: 345 kV Huntley to Wilmarth Transmission Line Project 
Blue Earth, Faribault, Nicollet, and Martin County, Minnesota

Dear Kevin DuPuis:

Xcel Energy is proposing to construct a new 345 kilovolt (kV) high voltage transmission line (HVTL),
extending from Xcel’s Wilmarth Generating Station located in Mankato in Blue Earth County, to an ITC 
Midwest Huntley Substation south of Winnebago in Faribault County, just south of the intersection of U.S. 
Highway 169 and 345th Avenue. 

The project, referred to as the Huntley to Wilmarth 345 kV Project (Project), was identified by the 
Midcontinent Independent System Operator (MISO) as a market efficiency project to provide access to 
lower cost energy sources (e.g., wind energy) that currently cannot be fully utilized due to lack of adequate 
transmission. The Project is part of infrastructure improvements needed to allow advancement of renewable 
energy—particularly wind energy—in the state, throughout MISO, and nationally.  Xcel Energy and ITC 
Midwest will co-own the new transmission line and Xcel Energy is acting as lead developer of the Project. 
The Project’s endpoints were identified by MISO analysts specifically to allow the next increment of 
transmission capacity in the most efficient way.  

Xcel Energy is in the process of evaluating route alternatives within the study area based on analysis of 
publicly available data that minimize socioeconomic and environmental impacts, maximize co-location 
with other infrastructure, and satisfy regulatory routing and facility siting requirements. Xcel Energy
identified many potential route options within a large study area in order to obtain agency and public input 
to support the route selection process. Field review of final route alternatives are in the process of being
conducted to clarify or confirm potential route issues or constraints. The attached map depicts the study 
area for the proposed Project and presents a selection of preliminary route options. If you prefer to review 
the data in a GIS shapefile format, please let us know and we will 

Xcel Energy intends to file a Certificate of Need (CON) and Route Permit (RP) Application by the end of 
2017, in accordance with Minnesota Rules (Minn. R.) 7849 and Minn. R. 7850 respectively, to the 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (PUC) for the Project. As part of this process, Xcel Energy is
conducting public meetings and stakeholder outreach, as well as coordinate with applicable regulatory and 
government offices. We appreciate your assistance as we evaluate siting and routing information and work 
through the PUC’s approval process. Please let us know if you have information we should consider in 
evaluating routes.
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If you prefer to review the routes Xcel Energy is studying in a GIS shapefile format, or if you have questions 
and would like additional information about the proposed Project, please contact me at 
Thomas.Hillstrom@xcelenergy.com or (612) 330-5835.  

Sincerely,

Thomas Hillstrom
Principal Permitting Agent 

Enclosure: Project Location Map







 
Xcel Energy

Huntley Wilmarth 345 kV Transmission Line Project
BWSR Meeting –BWSR RIM Easement Crossing

May 31, 2017 
 
Meeting Attendees:  
Tom Hillstrom (Xcel) Chris Rogers(Xcel) Jennifer Kamm (Merjent) 
Bill Penning (BWSR) Tim Fredbo(BWSR)  

 
Meeting Highlighs: 
The purpose of the meeting was to engage the Minnesota Board of Soil and Water 
Resources (BSWR) and identify the feasibility and permitting process for crossing lands 
enrolled in Reinvest In Minnesota (RIM) or other BWSR easement programs.  
 

Tom Hillstrom introduced the project describing it’s purpose and need, the notice area 
and preliminary route options. In summary (1.) the Huntley to Wilmarth project is a 
market efficiency project identified by MISO (2.) the PUC and DOC will be reviewing a 
Certificate of Need (CON) and Route Permit Application (3.) The state will then prepare 
an EIS (4.) Xcel is early in the routing process and is seeking public and agency input to 
determine possible routes for the project, and (5.) Public open houses will be held for 
the project June 20-21, 2017.  
Tom gave an overview of the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (PUC) permitting 
process which allows for significant stakeholder input.  The Minnesota Department of 
Commerce (DOC) - Energy Environmental Review and Analysis (EERA) unit implements 
the PUC process and will conduct an environmental review, including a scoping process 
where the public can offer route options for study.   
Prior to the Route Permit and Certificate of Need application submittals, Xcel will 
conduct public outreach in the project’s study area.  Tom described Xcel’s approach to 
routing a new project; identifying many routes to start and winnowing down as the 
review and outreach progresses.  This builds a good project record for the PUC and 
adds to the credibility of the process. 
Tom presented the following two route options which cross RIM easements and 
requested BWSR’s opinion on feasibility of permitting and compatibility with the 
existing RIM easements. 
 

  



Meeting Notes 
Huntley to Wilmarth  2 
May 31, 2017 
 
Area 1 
Xcel’s easement for its line 5549, depicted below in Nicollet County just north of the 
Minnesota River, is 75 feet wide and predates two state BWSR easements.  

 
 
Area 2 
The west route option follows Xcel’s existing line 0982 and has a 150-foot-wide easement 
on the Blue Earth County side of the Minnesota River. Xcel’s easement rights also predate 
the RIM easement and Notice of Grant Requirements. 
 

 

 
 
 

Bill and Tim agreed that Xcel’s easement rights predate the RIM easements and would 
over-ride the RIM easement for both the above areas. Where Xcel’ easement predates 
BWSR easements or ownership, Xcel is superior to them. Where Xcel doesn’t have any 
existing rights for new routes, we are subject to their rights. For these areas, they will 
have to assess our impacts and decide if they’ll allow us to be there. Mitigation may be 
required or alteration of their easement would be the worst-case scenario. 
Bill stated that these two easements do not have a federal partnership and are solely 
under the purview of the state. Bill noted that easements that have a federal 
partnership (e.g., FWS or NRCS) are under the authority of the respective federal 
agency and the BWSR defers easement negotiations to the federal agency.  
Bill and Tim stated that the BWSR would provide the PUC with their list of conditions 
which would be incorporated into the CON/Route Permit.  
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Bill and Tim gave us a copy of their “Conservation Easement Alteration Requests and 
Board Policy” and directed us to the first section on the back side “Public Initiated 
Projects (public road and utility projects etc.)  This policy is attached to this document.  
They indicated that they would evaluate the project for compatibility with the 
conservation plan developed by the Soil and Water Conservation District for the 
easement.  If it was determined that there was a minimal impact, BWSR would require 
no additional action.  If there was a substantial impact, BWSR would use the policy 
direction. 
In the case of Area 1, BWSR stated that because of the existing transmission line and 
because land cover is herbaceous, lacking significant tree cover that would require 
maintenance, a new line may not have a substantial impact. 
Tim stated that the BWSR would request mitigation for impacts to RIM easements 
rather than relinquishing the easement. Impacts may include bird strike and temporary 
disturbance of cover. Mitigation might include adding bird strike protection on the 
lines, pole design, ROW maintenance (e.g., mowing) and using RIM appropriate 
construction restoration (e.g., seed mixes). 
Bill stated that flowage easements are not under BWSR purview and that DNR Lands 
and Minerals would be the contact for those types of easements. The DNR website is 
updated quarterly with flowage easements that have been finalized (now current as of 
January 1). 
Tim Fredbo stated that he will be the point of contact for BWSR coordination.  

 
Action Item:  
Add Tim Fredbo to public meeting invitation list. 
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414 Nicollet Mall                           
Minneapolis, MN 55401 
 
1-800-895-4999 
Xcelenergy.com 

August 29, 2017

  
Robert Patton
Supervisor, Energy and Environment Section
Minnesota Department of Agriculture
625 Robert Street North
Saint Paul, MN 55155-2538

Re: 345 kV Huntley to Wilmarth Transmission Line Project 
Blue Earth, Faribault, Nicollet, and Martin County, Minnesota

Dear Robert Patton:

Xcel Energy is proposing to construct a new 345 kilovolt (kV) high voltage transmission line (HVTL),
extending from Xcel’s Wilmarth Generating Station located in Mankato in Blue Earth County, to an ITC 
Midwest Huntley Substation south of Winnebago in Faribault County, just south of the intersection of U.S. 
Highway 169 and 345th Avenue. 

The project, referred to as the Huntley to Wilmarth 345 kV Project (Project), was identified by the 
Midcontinent Independent System Operator (MISO) as a market efficiency project to provide access to 
lower cost energy sources (e.g., wind energy) that currently cannot be fully utilized due to lack of adequate 
transmission. The Project is part of infrastructure improvements needed to allow advancement of renewable 
energy—particularly wind energy—in the state, throughout MISO, and nationally.  Xcel Energy and ITC 
Midwest will co-own the new transmission line and Xcel Energy is acting as lead developer of the Project. 
The Project’s endpoints were identified by MISO analysts specifically to allow the next increment of 
transmission capacity in the most efficient way.  

Xcel Energy is in the process of evaluating route alternatives within the study area based on analysis of 
publicly available data that minimize socioeconomic and environmental impacts, maximize co-location 
with other infrastructure, and satisfy regulatory routing and facility siting requirements. Xcel Energy
identified many potential route options within a large study area in order to obtain agency and public input 
to support the route selection process. Field review of final route alternatives are in the process of being
conducted to clarify or confirm potential route issues or constraints. The attached map depicts the study 
area for the proposed Project and presents a selection of preliminary route options. If you prefer to review 
the data in a GIS shapefile format, please let us know and we will 

Xcel Energy intends to file a Certificate of Need (CON) and Route Permit (RP) Application by the end of 
2017, in accordance with Minnesota Rules (Minn. R.) 7849 and Minn. R. 7850 respectively, to the 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (PUC) for the Project. As part of this process, Xcel Energy is
conducting public meetings and stakeholder outreach, as well as coordinate with applicable regulatory and 
government offices. We appreciate your assistance as we evaluate siting and routing information and work 
through the PUC’s approval process. Please let us know if you have information we should consider in 
evaluating routes.
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If you prefer to review the routes Xcel Energy is studying in a GIS shapefile format, or if you have questions 
and would like additional information about the proposed Project, please contact me at 
Thomas.Hillstrom@xcelenergy.com or (612) 330-5835.  

Sincerely,

Thomas Hillstrom
Principal Permitting Agent 

Enclosure: Project Location Map
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Huntley – Wilmarth Project 
MN DNR Meeting 
When: 2/17/17 @ 10:30 

Attendees 
Xcel Energy: Tom Hillstrom, Siting & Land Rights;  
DNR: Cynthia Warzecha, Environmental Review, Kevin Mixon, Env Assessment Ecologist 

Topic:  Xcel Energy introduced the upcoming Huntley-Wilmarth project and looked for feedback in 
routing options, generally and specifically at Minneopa State Park 

Notes 

Tom described project backgroundorigin and need  
 MISO generator dispatch 

Wind is cheapest but transmission constrained 
Project needed to transmit wind power toward Twin Cities 
 

Kevin and Cynthia were familiar with PUC process and agreed that it is a good process.  They both knew 
how to be involved.   
 
Tom described our pre-application process starting with stakeholder outreach and the plan for public 
involvement with our schedule assuming that we would  develop several routes and present them to 
public for feedback this spring.  
 
We used google earth to look at the project area and discuss potential routing options.  Discussion 
narrowed in to Minneopa State park boundary (statutory boundary vs. State ownership).  Tom showed 
several route options crossing through or near Minneopa state park. 
Cynthia and Kevin could not provide definitive answers as to whether routes through state park would 
be permittable and suggested we submit a memo outlining specifics and they would take the subject up 
with their management. 
 
Memo should include  

1. Project background 
2. Brief, preliminary routing considerations 
3. Examples of state park crossings 

a. Example of route crossing narrow park land near pipeline terminal 
b. Example of route crossing private land within statutory park boundary 
c. Route crossing park land on utility easement  

4. Introduction of the concept of a mitigation fund for crossing parkland (Xcel’s idea) 
Tom encouraged having us attend management meetings to provide project context 
 
Other Notes 



Kevin suggested we check on current status of BWSR easements, they may be expired 
State recently acquired some parcels in park boundary, Kevin thought that one parcel I showed 
as private had been acquired. 
Lisa Joyal (DNR endangered species) did not attend.  We discussed briefly how we would use 
DNR / NHI databases to inform our routing decisions regarding endangered species. 
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From: Hillstrom, Thomas G
To: Naomi Christenson; Kevin Mueller
Subject: FW: 345 kV Huntley to Wilmarth Transmission Line Project
Date: Thursday, September 14, 2017 8:23:24 AM
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FYI

From: Mularie, Audrey L (DNR) [mailto:audrey.mularie@state.mn.us] 
Sent: Thursday, September 14, 2017 7:51 AM
To: Hillstrom, Thomas G
Subject: 345 kV Huntley to Wilmarth Transmission Line Project

XCEL ENERGY SECURITY NOTICE: This email originated from an external sender. Exercise caution before clicking
on any links or attachments and consider whether you know the sender. For more information please visit the
Phishing page on XpressNET.

Thomas,

In response to your letter, attached is a listing by county of the local and state park grants subject to
federal and state grant restrictions and a map showing the approximate locations of projects with
restrictions within your study area. We do not have shapefiles for these parks. If you believe that
there is a potential to impact one or more of the projects sites, I can provide scanned copies of the
project maps we have on file.

Any non-recreational use proposed within the boundaries of a grant assisted site requires prior
approval by the Commissioner of Natural Resources and, if funded through the federal the Land and Water
Conservation Fund (LAWCON), by the National Park Service. I have attached the guidelines for the conversion
process required prior to approval of allowing non-recreational use within a grant assisted site.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me.

Audrey

Audrey Mularie
Park Grant Coordinator | Parks and Trails

Minnesota Department of Natural Resources
500 Lafayette Road
St. Paul, MN 55155-4039
Phone: 651-259-5549
Email: audrey.mularie@state.mn.us
mndnr.gov
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Grant agreements between the Local Sponsor and the State require land developed, improved, or acquired 
with Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) and/or state assistance to be retained and used for 
public outdoor recreation. Any property so acquired and/or developed shall not be wholly or partly 
converted to other than public outdoor recreation uses without the approval of the State and/or National 
Park Service (NPS) pursuant to Section 6(f)(3) of the LWCF Act and these regulations. The conversion 
provisions of Section 6(f)(3), 36 CFR Part 59, and these guidelines apply to each area or facility for which 
LWCF assistance is obtained, regardless of the extent of participation of the program in the assisted area 
or facility and consistent with the grant agreement between NPS and the State. 

This requirement applies to the area described in the project documentation approved by the State and/or 
the NPS. This area normally exceeds that actually receiving State and/or LWCF assistance so as to ensure 
the protection of a viable recreation entity. 

Local sponsors must consult early with the State manager when a conversion is under consideration or has 
been discovered. Any previous project agreements and actions must be identified and understood to 
determine the actual boundary subject to the grant agreement. The State and/or the NPS Regional Director 
have the authority to disapprove conversion requests and/or to reject proposed property substitutions. This 
approval is a discretionary action and should not be considered a right of the project sponsor. 

Situations that trigger a conversion include: 

a. Property interests are conveyed for private use or non-public outdoor recreation uses. 

b. Non-outdoor recreation uses (public or private) are made of the project area, or a portion 
thereof, including those occurring on pre-existing rights-of-way and easements, or by a lessor. 

c. Unallowable indoor facilities are developed within the project area without NPS approval, such 
as unauthorized public facilities and sheltering of an outdoor facility. 

d. Public outdoor recreation use of property acquired or developed with LWCF assistance is 
terminated. 

To Request Approval for a Conversion: Formal requests from the project sponsor for permission to 
convert LWCF and/or state assisted properties in whole or in part to other than public outdoor recreation 
uses must be submitted in writing.

1. Submit a narrative description of the proposal that identifies all practical alternatives have been 
evaluated and rejected on a sound basis.  The “do nothing” alternative must be considered. 
Minnesota typically processes only a couple of conversions each year, usually for road 
improvements undertaken to improve safety. Proposals to construct non-recreation facilities such 
as cell phone towers or to convey an interest in the property to a private party generally do not 
qualify, as there are usually practical alternatives available. Do not continue with the conversion 
process until this step has been approved by the State.
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2. If approved to move forward with the conversion process, a critical first step is for the State and 
Local sponsor to agree on the size of the Section 6(f) park land impacted by any non-recreation, 
non-public use, especially prior to any appraisal activity. The area required for the conversion 
could include the entire park depending on the impact of the proposed facility and/or could 
include a minimum of all impacted land, buffer areas, any facility access, land cut off from the 
remaining park area and possible visual and/or noise impacts. 

3. The next step is to identify the proposed replacement land to be acquired.  The replacement land 
must be an addition to an existing facility or, if a new facility, constitute a viable, self-supporting 
unit of outdoor recreation.  The grants manager must approve the extent of the conversion and the 
suitability of the replacement lands before continuing with the conversion process. 

4. Information to be submitted with a conversion request: 

a. Boundary maps of both the converted site and the proposed replacement land.  These maps 
must include references to known landmarks, a north arrow, acreages, a graphic scale, the 
date of preparation, and the signature of the Local Sponsor.  The map of the replacement land 
should also indicate planned recreation development and a proposed timeline for that 
development. 

b. Appraisals and Appraisal Reviews - Fair market valuation of both the converted and 
replacement lands.  Appraisals for a federal conversion request must be prepared in 
conformance with the Uniform Appraisal Standards for Federal Land Acquisitions and be 
reviewed by a qualified review appraiser.  Appraisals for a state conversion request must be 
prepared in conformance with the Uniform Standards for Professional Appraisal Practice 
(USPAP). The grants manager will be able to give you guidance on making the appraisal 
assignments. 

c. Environmental documentation - An environmental assessment must be prepared in 
accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and/or state guidelines for 
both the property to be converted and the proposed replacement land. Additional information 
will be provided by the grants manager. 

d. Historical / Archeological Review and Coordination - The State Historic Preservation Office
(SHPO) must be afforded a chance to comment on the conversion proposal pursuant to 
Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 and/or Minnesota statutes.  The 
SHPO must be contacted and provided information about the proposal.  If the SHPO 
recommends a survey of the land be completed, the proposer must contract with a qualified 
firm to complete it and coordinate with the SHPO on any actions that must be taken to protect 
archeological / historical resources on the property. 

If the conversion request is approved, the original grant agreement between the State and the Local 
Sponsor will be amended to delete the converted lands and add the replacement lands to the project 
boundary subject to the grant agreement.
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414 Nicollet Mall                           
Minneapolis, MN 55401 
 
1-800-895-4999 
Xcelenergy.com 

August 29, 2017

  
Benjamin J. Schaefer
Regional Operations Coordinator
MN DNR, Division of Land and Minerals
21371 State Hwy 15
New Ulm, MN 56073-5228

Re: 345 kV Huntley to Wilmarth Transmission Line Project 
Blue Earth, Faribault, Nicollet, and Martin County, Minnesota

Dear Benjamin J. Schaefer:

Xcel Energy is proposing to construct a new 345 kilovolt (kV) high voltage transmission line (HVTL),
extending from Xcel’s Wilmarth Generating Station located in Mankato in Blue Earth County, to an ITC 
Midwest Huntley Substation south of Winnebago in Faribault County, just south of the intersection of U.S. 
Highway 169 and 345th Avenue. 

The project, referred to as the Huntley to Wilmarth 345 kV Project (Project), was identified by the 
Midcontinent Independent System Operator (MISO) as a market efficiency project to provide access to 
lower cost energy sources (e.g., wind energy) that currently cannot be fully utilized due to lack of adequate 
transmission. The Project is part of infrastructure improvements needed to allow advancement of renewable 
energy—particularly wind energy—in the state, throughout MISO, and nationally.  Xcel Energy and ITC 
Midwest will co-own the new transmission line and Xcel Energy is acting as lead developer of the Project. 
The Project’s endpoints were identified by MISO analysts specifically to allow the next increment of 
transmission capacity in the most efficient way.  

Xcel Energy is in the process of evaluating route alternatives within the study area based on analysis of 
publicly available data that minimize socioeconomic and environmental impacts, maximize co-location 
with other infrastructure, and satisfy regulatory routing and facility siting requirements. Xcel Energy
identified many potential route options within a large study area in order to obtain agency and public input 
to support the route selection process. Field review of final route alternatives are in the process of being
conducted to clarify or confirm potential route issues or constraints. The attached map depicts the study 
area for the proposed Project and presents a selection of preliminary route options. If you prefer to review 
the data in a GIS shapefile format, please let us know and we will 

Xcel Energy intends to file a Certificate of Need (CON) and Route Permit (RP) Application by the end of 
2017, in accordance with Minnesota Rules (Minn. R.) 7849 and Minn. R. 7850 respectively, to the 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (PUC) for the Project. As part of this process, Xcel Energy is
conducting public meetings and stakeholder outreach, as well as coordinate with applicable regulatory and 
government offices. We appreciate your assistance as we evaluate siting and routing information and work 
through the PUC’s approval process. Please let us know if you have information we should consider in 
evaluating routes.



P a g e | 2 

If you prefer to review the routes Xcel Energy is studying in a GIS shapefile format, or if you have questions 
and would like additional information about the proposed Project, please contact me at 
Thomas.Hillstrom@xcelenergy.com or (612) 330-5835.  

Sincerely,

Thomas Hillstrom
Principal Permitting Agent 

Enclosure: Project Location Map



 
414 Nicollet Mall                           
Minneapolis, MN 55401 
 
1-800-895-4999 
Xcelenergy.com 

August 29, 2017

  
Audrey Mularie
Grants Manager
MN DNR, Division of Parks and Trails/Local Grants Unit
520 Lafayette Road
Saint Paul, MN 55155

Re: 345 kV Huntley to Wilmarth Transmission Line Project 
Blue Earth, Faribault, Nicollet, and Martin County, Minnesota

Dear Audrey Mularie:

Xcel Energy is proposing to construct a new 345 kilovolt (kV) high voltage transmission line (HVTL),
extending from Xcel’s Wilmarth Generating Station located in Mankato in Blue Earth County, to an ITC 
Midwest Huntley Substation south of Winnebago in Faribault County, just south of the intersection of U.S. 
Highway 169 and 345th Avenue. 

The project, referred to as the Huntley to Wilmarth 345 kV Project (Project), was identified by the 
Midcontinent Independent System Operator (MISO) as a market efficiency project to provide access to 
lower cost energy sources (e.g., wind energy) that currently cannot be fully utilized due to lack of adequate 
transmission. The Project is part of infrastructure improvements needed to allow advancement of renewable 
energy—particularly wind energy—in the state, throughout MISO, and nationally.  Xcel Energy and ITC 
Midwest will co-own the new transmission line and Xcel Energy is acting as lead developer of the Project. 
The Project’s endpoints were identified by MISO analysts specifically to allow the next increment of 
transmission capacity in the most efficient way.  

Xcel Energy is in the process of evaluating route alternatives within the study area based on analysis of 
publicly available data that minimize socioeconomic and environmental impacts, maximize co-location 
with other infrastructure, and satisfy regulatory routing and facility siting requirements. Xcel Energy
identified many potential route options within a large study area in order to obtain agency and public input 
to support the route selection process. Field review of final route alternatives are in the process of being
conducted to clarify or confirm potential route issues or constraints. The attached map depicts the study 
area for the proposed Project and presents a selection of preliminary route options. If you prefer to review 
the data in a GIS shapefile format, please let us know and we will 

Xcel Energy intends to file a Certificate of Need (CON) and Route Permit (RP) Application by the end of 
2017, in accordance with Minnesota Rules (Minn. R.) 7849 and Minn. R. 7850 respectively, to the 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (PUC) for the Project. As part of this process, Xcel Energy is
conducting public meetings and stakeholder outreach, as well as coordinate with applicable regulatory and 
government offices. We appreciate your assistance as we evaluate siting and routing information and work 
through the PUC’s approval process. Please let us know if you have information we should consider in 
evaluating routes.
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If you prefer to review the routes Xcel Energy is studying in a GIS shapefile format, or if you have questions 
and would like additional information about the proposed Project, please contact me at 
Thomas.Hillstrom@xcelenergy.com or (612) 330-5835.  

Sincerely,

Thomas Hillstrom
Principal Permitting Agent 

Enclosure: Project Location Map





414 Nicollet Mall 
Minneapolis, MN 55401 

1-800-895-4999 
Xcelenergy.com 

August 29, 2017

Bill Sierks
Pollution Control Program Administrator
MPCA 
520 Lafayette Road
Saint Paul, MN 55155

Re: 345 kV Huntley to Wilmarth Transmission Line Project 
Blue Earth, Faribault, Nicollet, and Martin County, Minnesota

Dear Bill Sierks:  

Xcel Energy is proposing to construct a new 345 kilovolt (kV) high voltage transmission line (HVTL),
extending from Xcel’s Wilmarth Generating Station located in Mankato in Blue Earth County, to an ITC 
Midwest Huntley Substation south of Winnebago in Faribault County, just south of the intersection of U.S. 
Highway 169 and 345th Avenue. 

The project, referred to as the Huntley to Wilmarth 345 kV Project (Project), was identified by the 
Midcontinent Independent System Operator (MISO) as a market efficiency project to provide access to 
lower cost energy sources (e.g., wind energy) that currently cannot be fully utilized due to lack of adequate 
transmission. The Project is part of infrastructure improvements needed to allow advancement of renewable 
energy—particularly wind energy—in the state, throughout MISO, and nationally.  Xcel Energy and ITC 
Midwest will co-own the new transmission line and Xcel Energy is acting as lead developer of the Project. 
The Project’s endpoints were identified by MISO analysts specifically to allow the next increment of 
transmission capacity in the most efficient way.  

Xcel Energy is in the process of evaluating route alternatives within the study area based on analysis of 
publicly available data that minimize socioeconomic and environmental impacts, maximize co-location 
with other infrastructure, and satisfy regulatory routing and facility siting requirements. Xcel Energy
identified many potential route options within a large study area in order to obtain agency and public input 
to support the route selection process. Field review of final route alternatives are in the process of being
conducted to clarify or confirm potential route issues or constraints. The attached map depicts the study 
area for the proposed Project and presents a selection of preliminary route options. If you prefer to review 
the data in a GIS shapefile format, please let us know and we will 

Xcel Energy intends to file a Certificate of Need (CON) and Route Permit (RP) Application by the end of 
2017, in accordance with Minnesota Rules (Minn. R.) 7849 and Minn. R. 7850 respectively, to the 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (PUC) for the Project. As part of this process, Xcel Energy is
conducting public meetings and stakeholder outreach, as well as coordinate with applicable regulatory and 
government offices. We appreciate your assistance as we evaluate siting and routing information and work 
through the PUC’s approval process. Please let us know if you have information we should consider in 
evaluating routes.



P a g e | 2 

If you prefer to review the routes Xcel Energy is studying in a GIS shapefile format, or if you have questions 
and would like additional information about the proposed Project, please contact me at 
Thomas.Hillstrom@xcelenergy.com or (612) 330-5835.  

Sincerely,

Thomas Hillstrom
Principal Permitting Agent 

Enclosure: Project Location Map



 
414 Nicollet Mall                           
Minneapolis, MN 55401 
 
1-800-895-4999 
Xcelenergy.com 

August 29, 2017

  
Emma Ziebarth
Environmental Specialist
MPCA 
520 Lafayette Road
Saint Paul, MN 55155

Re: 345 kV Huntley to Wilmarth Transmission Line Project 
Blue Earth, Faribault, Nicollet, and Martin County, Minnesota

Dear Emma Ziebarth:

Xcel Energy is proposing to construct a new 345 kilovolt (kV) high voltage transmission line (HVTL),
extending from Xcel’s Wilmarth Generating Station located in Mankato in Blue Earth County, to an ITC 
Midwest Huntley Substation south of Winnebago in Faribault County, just south of the intersection of U.S. 
Highway 169 and 345th Avenue. 

The project, referred to as the Huntley to Wilmarth 345 kV Project (Project), was identified by the 
Midcontinent Independent System Operator (MISO) as a market efficiency project to provide access to 
lower cost energy sources (e.g., wind energy) that currently cannot be fully utilized due to lack of adequate 
transmission. The Project is part of infrastructure improvements needed to allow advancement of renewable 
energy—particularly wind energy—in the state, throughout MISO, and nationally.  Xcel Energy and ITC 
Midwest will co-own the new transmission line and Xcel Energy is acting as lead developer of the Project. 
The Project’s endpoints were identified by MISO analysts specifically to allow the next increment of 
transmission capacity in the most efficient way.  

Xcel Energy is in the process of evaluating route alternatives within the study area based on analysis of 
publicly available data that minimize socioeconomic and environmental impacts, maximize co-location 
with other infrastructure, and satisfy regulatory routing and facility siting requirements. Xcel Energy
identified many potential route options within a large study area in order to obtain agency and public input 
to support the route selection process. Field review of final route alternatives are in the process of being
conducted to clarify or confirm potential route issues or constraints. The attached map depicts the study 
area for the proposed Project and presents a selection of preliminary route options. If you prefer to review 
the data in a GIS shapefile format, please let us know and we will 

Xcel Energy intends to file a Certificate of Need (CON) and Route Permit (RP) Application by the end of 
2017, in accordance with Minnesota Rules (Minn. R.) 7849 and Minn. R. 7850 respectively, to the 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (PUC) for the Project. As part of this process, Xcel Energy is
conducting public meetings and stakeholder outreach, as well as coordinate with applicable regulatory and 
government offices. We appreciate your assistance as we evaluate siting and routing information and work 
through the PUC’s approval process. Please let us know if you have information we should consider in 
evaluating routes.
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If you prefer to review the routes Xcel Energy is studying in a GIS shapefile format, or if you have questions 
and would like additional information about the proposed Project, please contact me at 
Thomas.Hillstrom@xcelenergy.com or (612) 330-5835.  

Sincerely,

Thomas Hillstrom
Principal Permitting Agent 

Enclosure: Project Location Map







 
414 Nicollet Mall                           
Minneapolis, MN 55401 
 
1-800-895-4999 
Xcelenergy.com 

August 29, 2017

  
Sarah Beimers
Manager of Government Programs and Compliance
Minnesota Historical Society, State Historic Preservation Office
345 W. Kellogg Blvd.
St. Paul, MN 55102-1906

Re: 345 kV Huntley to Wilmarth Transmission Line Project 
Blue Earth, Faribault, Nicollet, and Martin County, Minnesota

Dear Sarah Beimers:

Xcel Energy is proposing to construct a new 345 kilovolt (kV) high voltage transmission line (HVTL),
extending from Xcel’s Wilmarth Generating Station located in Mankato in Blue Earth County, to an ITC 
Midwest Huntley Substation south of Winnebago in Faribault County, just south of the intersection of U.S. 
Highway 169 and 345th Avenue. 

The project, referred to as the Huntley to Wilmarth 345 kV Project (Project), was identified by the 
Midcontinent Independent System Operator (MISO) as a market efficiency project to provide access to 
lower cost energy sources (e.g., wind energy) that currently cannot be fully utilized due to lack of adequate 
transmission. The Project is part of infrastructure improvements needed to allow advancement of renewable 
energy—particularly wind energy—in the state, throughout MISO, and nationally.  Xcel Energy and ITC 
Midwest will co-own the new transmission line and Xcel Energy is acting as lead developer of the Project. 
The Project’s endpoints were identified by MISO analysts specifically to allow the next increment of 
transmission capacity in the most efficient way.  

Xcel Energy is in the process of evaluating route alternatives within the study area based on analysis of 
publicly available data that minimize socioeconomic and environmental impacts, maximize co-location 
with other infrastructure, and satisfy regulatory routing and facility siting requirements. Xcel Energy
identified many potential route options within a large study area in order to obtain agency and public input 
to support the route selection process. Field review of final route alternatives are in the process of being
conducted to clarify or confirm potential route issues or constraints. The attached map depicts the study 
area for the proposed Project and presents a selection of preliminary route options. If you prefer to review 
the data in a GIS shapefile format, please let us know and we will 

Xcel Energy intends to file a Certificate of Need (CON) and Route Permit (RP) Application by the end of 
2017, in accordance with Minnesota Rules (Minn. R.) 7849 and Minn. R. 7850 respectively, to the 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (PUC) for the Project. As part of this process, Xcel Energy is
conducting public meetings and stakeholder outreach, as well as coordinate with applicable regulatory and 
government offices. We appreciate your assistance as we evaluate siting and routing information and work 
through the PUC’s approval process. Please let us know if you have information we should consider in 
evaluating routes.
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If you prefer to review the routes Xcel Energy is studying in a GIS shapefile format, or if you have questions 
and would like additional information about the proposed Project, please contact me at 
Thomas.Hillstrom@xcelenergy.com or (612) 330-5835.  

Sincerely,

Thomas Hillstrom
Principal Permitting Agent 

Enclosure: Project Location Map







Blue Earth County Meeting 

When: 2/15/17 @ 2:00 p.m. 

Attendees 

Xcel Energy: Tom Hillstrom, Siting & Land Rights; Trisha Rosenfeld, Community Relations; Sarah 
Gedrose, Communications  
Blue Earth County: Scott Fichtner, Director Environmental Services, Aaron Stubbs, Land Use 
Planner, Chris Meeks, Land Use Specialist 

Topic: Xcel Energy briefed officials on the upcoming Huntley-Wilmarth project and looked for 
feedback in routing options. 

 

Notes 

After completion of the presentation County Xcel mentioned it would be helpful to know about 
upcoming road projects in the area.  The County said there are not any major ones, and two 
large projects, Highway 22 and Old 66, are going to be complete in the next couple years. 
County asked if there would be more solar gardens because of this project.  Trisha explained the 
solar gardens are not related to the transmission line. 
County asked about how we avoid stray voltage on transmission lines. Tom explained this is 
typically a distribution issue and that if there is ever a problem, we look to fix it with proper 
grounding. 
County asked if the power will flow to Mankato.  We explained it flows through Mankato and to 
the Twin Cities. 
The County confirmed they do the wetland permits for the area. 
County asked if Xcel buys easements from farmers, and we confirmed that we do for 
transmission lines. 
Land Use Planner Stubbs brought up the idea of using ditches for the transmission lines since it 
wouldn’t interfere as much with farming land. Director Fichtner said that wouldn’t work due to 
the curves of the ditches. 
County mentioned a bike trail along County Road 90 might be a good site to follow, and there is 
currently annexation taking place between Mankato and Bentley? 
Fichtner mentioned he would reach out to the Highway engineer to get input on the project 

 



 
414 Nicollet Mall                           
Minneapolis, MN 55401 
 
1-800-895-4999 
Xcelenergy.com 

August 29, 2017

  
Reginald Liddell
District Conservationist
Blue Earth County NRCS Office
1160 Victory Dr
Mankato, MN 56001-5307

Re: 345 kV Huntley to Wilmarth Transmission Line Project 
Blue Earth, Faribault, Nicollet, and Martin County, Minnesota

Dear Reginald Liddell:  

Xcel Energy is proposing to construct a new 345 kilovolt (kV) high voltage transmission line (HVTL),
extending from Xcel’s Wilmarth Generating Station located in Mankato in Blue Earth County, to an ITC 
Midwest Huntley Substation south of Winnebago in Faribault County, just south of the intersection of U.S. 
Highway 169 and 345th Avenue. 

The project, referred to as the Huntley to Wilmarth 345 kV Project (Project), was identified by the 
Midcontinent Independent System Operator (MISO) as a market efficiency project to provide access to 
lower cost energy sources (e.g., wind energy) that currently cannot be fully utilized due to lack of adequate 
transmission. The Project is part of infrastructure improvements needed to allow advancement of renewable 
energy—particularly wind energy—in the state, throughout MISO, and nationally.  Xcel Energy and ITC 
Midwest will co-own the new transmission line and Xcel Energy is acting as lead developer of the Project. 
The Project’s endpoints were identified by MISO analysts specifically to allow the next increment of 
transmission capacity in the most efficient way.  

Xcel Energy is in the process of evaluating route alternatives within the study area based on analysis of 
publicly available data that minimize socioeconomic and environmental impacts, maximize co-location 
with other infrastructure, and satisfy regulatory routing and facility siting requirements. Xcel Energy
identified many potential route options within a large study area in order to obtain agency and public input 
to support the route selection process. Field review of final route alternatives are in the process of being
conducted to clarify or confirm potential route issues or constraints. The attached map depicts the study 
area for the proposed Project and presents a selection of preliminary route options. If you prefer to review 
the data in a GIS shapefile format, please let us know and we will 

Xcel Energy intends to file a Certificate of Need (CON) and Route Permit (RP) Application by the end of 
2017, in accordance with Minnesota Rules (Minn. R.) 7849 and Minn. R. 7850 respectively, to the 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (PUC) for the Project. As part of this process, Xcel Energy is
conducting public meetings and stakeholder outreach, as well as coordinate with applicable regulatory and 
government offices. We appreciate your assistance as we evaluate siting and routing information and work 
through the PUC’s approval process. Please let us know if you have information we should consider in 
evaluating routes.
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If you prefer to review the routes Xcel Energy is studying in a GIS shapefile format, or if you have questions 
and would like additional information about the proposed Project, please contact me at 
Thomas.Hillstrom@xcelenergy.com or (612) 330-5835.  

Sincerely,

Thomas Hillstrom
Principal Permitting Agent 

Enclosure: Project Location Map
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August 29, 2017

  
Jerad Bach
District Manager
Blue Earth County Soil and Water Conservation District
415 S Grove St., Suite 8
Blue Earth, MN 56013

Re: 345 kV Huntley to Wilmarth Transmission Line Project 
Blue Earth, Faribault, Nicollet, and Martin County, Minnesota

Dear Jerad Bach:

Xcel Energy is proposing to construct a new 345 kilovolt (kV) high voltage transmission line (HVTL),
extending from Xcel’s Wilmarth Generating Station located in Mankato in Blue Earth County, to an ITC 
Midwest Huntley Substation south of Winnebago in Faribault County, just south of the intersection of U.S. 
Highway 169 and 345th Avenue. 

The project, referred to as the Huntley to Wilmarth 345 kV Project (Project), was identified by the 
Midcontinent Independent System Operator (MISO) as a market efficiency project to provide access to 
lower cost energy sources (e.g., wind energy) that currently cannot be fully utilized due to lack of adequate 
transmission. The Project is part of infrastructure improvements needed to allow advancement of renewable 
energy—particularly wind energy—in the state, throughout MISO, and nationally.  Xcel Energy and ITC 
Midwest will co-own the new transmission line and Xcel Energy is acting as lead developer of the Project. 
The Project’s endpoints were identified by MISO analysts specifically to allow the next increment of 
transmission capacity in the most efficient way.  

Xcel Energy is in the process of evaluating route alternatives within the study area based on analysis of 
publicly available data that minimize socioeconomic and environmental impacts, maximize co-location 
with other infrastructure, and satisfy regulatory routing and facility siting requirements. Xcel Energy
identified many potential route options within a large study area in order to obtain agency and public input 
to support the route selection process. Field review of final route alternatives are in the process of being
conducted to clarify or confirm potential route issues or constraints. The attached map depicts the study 
area for the proposed Project and presents a selection of preliminary route options. If you prefer to review 
the data in a GIS shapefile format, please let us know and we will 

Xcel Energy intends to file a Certificate of Need (CON) and Route Permit (RP) Application by the end of 
2017, in accordance with Minnesota Rules (Minn. R.) 7849 and Minn. R. 7850 respectively, to the 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (PUC) for the Project. As part of this process, Xcel Energy is
conducting public meetings and stakeholder outreach, as well as coordinate with applicable regulatory and 
government offices. We appreciate your assistance as we evaluate siting and routing information and work 
through the PUC’s approval process. Please let us know if you have information we should consider in 
evaluating routes.
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If you prefer to review the routes Xcel Energy is studying in a GIS shapefile format, or if you have questions 
and would like additional information about the proposed Project, please contact me at 
Thomas.Hillstrom@xcelenergy.com or (612) 330-5835.  

Sincerely,

Thomas Hillstrom
Principal Permitting Agent 

Enclosure: Project Location Map





Faribault County Meeting 

When: 3/23/17 @ 11:00AM 

Attendees 

Xcel Energy: Tom Hillstrom, Trisha Rosenfeld 
ITC:  Lori Broghammer  
Faribault County: Loria Rebuffoni Planning and Zoning Administrator Tim Clawson (Executive 
Director, Faribault County  Development Corp. (FCDC) 

 

Topic:  Xcel Energy briefed officials on the upcoming Huntley-Wilmarth project and looked for feedback 
in routing options. 

Notes 

Loria and Tim were familiar with transmission and the permitting process due to the ITC project 
currently under construction nearby. 
Staff were impressed with ITC’s handling of landowner issues during construction of their 
current MVP 3 345kV transmission line build 
Staff indicated that a wind developer (EDF)  has been talking with landowners in the area and 
there are some landowners that oppose wind development 
Staff is having a difficult time finding developer’s contact information, Lori offered to make 
contact with EDC contact I Iowa to assist with contact 
Further, some may associate our line with wind development 
Staff suggested that we emphasize economic benefits of the project (need, tax base, 
construction spending, jobs) 
Staff also were interested in us giving a county board presentation 



414 Nicollet Mall 
Minneapolis, MN 55401 

1-800-895-4999 
Xcelenergy.com 

August 29, 2017

Josiah Olson 
District Conservationist
Faribault County NRCS Office
411 S Grove St Ste 1
Blue Earth, MN 56013-2600

Re: 345 kV Huntley to Wilmarth Transmission Line Project 
Blue Earth, Faribault, Nicollet, and Martin County, Minnesota

Dear Josiah Olson:

Xcel Energy is proposing to construct a new 345 kilovolt (kV) high voltage transmission line (HVTL),
extending from Xcel’s Wilmarth Generating Station located in Mankato in Blue Earth County, to an ITC 
Midwest Huntley Substation south of Winnebago in Faribault County, just south of the intersection of U.S. 
Highway 169 and 345th Avenue. 

The project, referred to as the Huntley to Wilmarth 345 kV Project (Project), was identified by the 
Midcontinent Independent System Operator (MISO) as a market efficiency project to provide access to 
lower cost energy sources (e.g., wind energy) that currently cannot be fully utilized due to lack of adequate 
transmission. The Project is part of infrastructure improvements needed to allow advancement of renewable 
energy—particularly wind energy—in the state, throughout MISO, and nationally.  Xcel Energy and ITC 
Midwest will co-own the new transmission line and Xcel Energy is acting as lead developer of the Project. 
The Project’s endpoints were identified by MISO analysts specifically to allow the next increment of 
transmission capacity in the most efficient way.  

Xcel Energy is in the process of evaluating route alternatives within the study area based on analysis of 
publicly available data that minimize socioeconomic and environmental impacts, maximize co-location 
with other infrastructure, and satisfy regulatory routing and facility siting requirements. Xcel Energy
identified many potential route options within a large study area in order to obtain agency and public input 
to support the route selection process. Field review of final route alternatives are in the process of being
conducted to clarify or confirm potential route issues or constraints. The attached map depicts the study 
area for the proposed Project and presents a selection of preliminary route options. If you prefer to review 
the data in a GIS shapefile format, please let us know and we will 

Xcel Energy intends to file a Certificate of Need (CON) and Route Permit (RP) Application by the end of 
2017, in accordance with Minnesota Rules (Minn. R.) 7849 and Minn. R. 7850 respectively, to the 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (PUC) for the Project. As part of this process, Xcel Energy is
conducting public meetings and stakeholder outreach, as well as coordinate with applicable regulatory and 
government offices. We appreciate your assistance as we evaluate siting and routing information and work 
through the PUC’s approval process. Please let us know if you have information we should consider in 
evaluating routes.
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If you prefer to review the routes Xcel Energy is studying in a GIS shapefile format, or if you have questions 
and would like additional information about the proposed Project, please contact me at 
Thomas.Hillstrom@xcelenergy.com or (612) 330-5835.  

Sincerely,

Thomas Hillstrom
Principal Permitting Agent 

Enclosure: Project Location Map



 
414 Nicollet Mall                           
Minneapolis, MN 55401 
 
1-800-895-4999 
Xcelenergy.com 

August 29, 2017

  
Shane Johnson
District Manager
Faribault County Soil and Water Conservation District
415 S Grove St., Suite 8
Blue Earth, MN 56013

Re: 345 kV Huntley to Wilmarth Transmission Line Project 
Blue Earth, Faribault, Nicollet, and Martin County, Minnesota

Dear Shane Johnson:

Xcel Energy is proposing to construct a new 345 kilovolt (kV) high voltage transmission line (HVTL),
extending from Xcel’s Wilmarth Generating Station located in Mankato in Blue Earth County, to an ITC 
Midwest Huntley Substation south of Winnebago in Faribault County, just south of the intersection of U.S. 
Highway 169 and 345th Avenue. 

The project, referred to as the Huntley to Wilmarth 345 kV Project (Project), was identified by the 
Midcontinent Independent System Operator (MISO) as a market efficiency project to provide access to 
lower cost energy sources (e.g., wind energy) that currently cannot be fully utilized due to lack of adequate 
transmission. The Project is part of infrastructure improvements needed to allow advancement of renewable 
energy—particularly wind energy—in the state, throughout MISO, and nationally.  Xcel Energy and ITC 
Midwest will co-own the new transmission line and Xcel Energy is acting as lead developer of the Project. 
The Project’s endpoints were identified by MISO analysts specifically to allow the next increment of 
transmission capacity in the most efficient way.  

Xcel Energy is in the process of evaluating route alternatives within the study area based on analysis of 
publicly available data that minimize socioeconomic and environmental impacts, maximize co-location 
with other infrastructure, and satisfy regulatory routing and facility siting requirements. Xcel Energy
identified many potential route options within a large study area in order to obtain agency and public input 
to support the route selection process. Field review of final route alternatives are in the process of being
conducted to clarify or confirm potential route issues or constraints. The attached map depicts the study 
area for the proposed Project and presents a selection of preliminary route options. If you prefer to review 
the data in a GIS shapefile format, please let us know and we will 

Xcel Energy intends to file a Certificate of Need (CON) and Route Permit (RP) Application by the end of 
2017, in accordance with Minnesota Rules (Minn. R.) 7849 and Minn. R. 7850 respectively, to the 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (PUC) for the Project. As part of this process, Xcel Energy is
conducting public meetings and stakeholder outreach, as well as coordinate with applicable regulatory and 
government offices. We appreciate your assistance as we evaluate siting and routing information and work 
through the PUC’s approval process. Please let us know if you have information we should consider in 
evaluating routes.
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If you prefer to review the routes Xcel Energy is studying in a GIS shapefile format, or if you have questions 
and would like additional information about the proposed Project, please contact me at 
Thomas.Hillstrom@xcelenergy.com or (612) 330-5835.  

Sincerely,

Thomas Hillstrom
Principal Permitting Agent 

Enclosure: Project Location Map





Martin County Meeting 

When: 3/23/17 @ 9:30AM 

Attendees 

Xcel Energy: Tom Hillstrom, Trisha Rosenfeld,  
ITC:  Lori Broghammer  
Martin County: Scott Higgins, County Coordinator:  Pam Flitter, Zoning Official  

Topic:  Xcel Energy briefed officials on the upcoming Huntley-Wilmarth project and looked for feedback 
in routing options. 

Notes 

Scott and Pam were familiar with the transmission permitting and construction process due to 
construction of ITCs project.    
County staff noted that ITC construction on MVP 3 345kV project is going well and landowners 
seem to be happy with the project 
We noted that only a small portion of Martin County is in our study area only a short portion of 
routes would possibly be in the County.   
Staff did not have any routing suggestions. Staff requested that we do a short presentation to 
the County Board and gave some possible dates ( April 18th, May 2nd or May 16th) 
Martin County GIS contact Mike Forestner 238 3130 

 



414 Nicollet Mall 
Minneapolis, MN 55401 

1-800-895-4999 
Xcelenergy.com 

August 29, 2017

Betsy Norland
District Conservationist
Martin County NRCS Office
923 N State St, Suite 110
Farimont, MN 56031

Re: 345 kV Huntley to Wilmarth Transmission Line Project 
Blue Earth, Faribault, Nicollet, and Martin County, Minnesota

Dear Betsy Norland:

Xcel Energy is proposing to construct a new 345 kilovolt (kV) high voltage transmission line (HVTL),
extending from Xcel’s Wilmarth Generating Station located in Mankato in Blue Earth County, to an ITC 
Midwest Huntley Substation south of Winnebago in Faribault County, just south of the intersection of U.S. 
Highway 169 and 345th Avenue. 

The project, referred to as the Huntley to Wilmarth 345 kV Project (Project), was identified by the 
Midcontinent Independent System Operator (MISO) as a market efficiency project to provide access to 
lower cost energy sources (e.g., wind energy) that currently cannot be fully utilized due to lack of adequate 
transmission. The Project is part of infrastructure improvements needed to allow advancement of renewable 
energy—particularly wind energy—in the state, throughout MISO, and nationally.  Xcel Energy and ITC 
Midwest will co-own the new transmission line and Xcel Energy is acting as lead developer of the Project. 
The Project’s endpoints were identified by MISO analysts specifically to allow the next increment of 
transmission capacity in the most efficient way.  

Xcel Energy is in the process of evaluating route alternatives within the study area based on analysis of 
publicly available data that minimize socioeconomic and environmental impacts, maximize co-location 
with other infrastructure, and satisfy regulatory routing and facility siting requirements. Xcel Energy
identified many potential route options within a large study area in order to obtain agency and public input 
to support the route selection process. Field review of final route alternatives are in the process of being
conducted to clarify or confirm potential route issues or constraints. The attached map depicts the study 
area for the proposed Project and presents a selection of preliminary route options. If you prefer to review 
the data in a GIS shapefile format, please let us know and we will 

Xcel Energy intends to file a Certificate of Need (CON) and Route Permit (RP) Application by the end of 
2017, in accordance with Minnesota Rules (Minn. R.) 7849 and Minn. R. 7850 respectively, to the 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (PUC) for the Project. As part of this process, Xcel Energy is
conducting public meetings and stakeholder outreach, as well as coordinate with applicable regulatory and 
government offices. We appreciate your assistance as we evaluate siting and routing information and work 
through the PUC’s approval process. Please let us know if you have information we should consider in 
evaluating routes.
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If you prefer to review the routes Xcel Energy is studying in a GIS shapefile format, or if you have questions 
and would like additional information about the proposed Project, please contact me at 
Thomas.Hillstrom@xcelenergy.com or (612) 330-5835.  

Sincerely,

Thomas Hillstrom
Principal Permitting Agent 

Enclosure: Project Location Map
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Minneapolis, MN 55401 
 
1-800-895-4999 
Xcelenergy.com 

August 29, 2017

  
Rich Perrine
District Manager
Martin County Soil and Water Conservation District
923 N State St Ste 110
Fairmont, MN 56031

Re: 345 kV Huntley to Wilmarth Transmission Line Project 
Blue Earth, Faribault, Nicollet, and Martin County, Minnesota

Dear Rich Perrine:

Xcel Energy is proposing to construct a new 345 kilovolt (kV) high voltage transmission line (HVTL),
extending from Xcel’s Wilmarth Generating Station located in Mankato in Blue Earth County, to an ITC 
Midwest Huntley Substation south of Winnebago in Faribault County, just south of the intersection of U.S. 
Highway 169 and 345th Avenue. 

The project, referred to as the Huntley to Wilmarth 345 kV Project (Project), was identified by the 
Midcontinent Independent System Operator (MISO) as a market efficiency project to provide access to 
lower cost energy sources (e.g., wind energy) that currently cannot be fully utilized due to lack of adequate 
transmission. The Project is part of infrastructure improvements needed to allow advancement of renewable 
energy—particularly wind energy—in the state, throughout MISO, and nationally.  Xcel Energy and ITC 
Midwest will co-own the new transmission line and Xcel Energy is acting as lead developer of the Project. 
The Project’s endpoints were identified by MISO analysts specifically to allow the next increment of 
transmission capacity in the most efficient way.  

Xcel Energy is in the process of evaluating route alternatives within the study area based on analysis of 
publicly available data that minimize socioeconomic and environmental impacts, maximize co-location 
with other infrastructure, and satisfy regulatory routing and facility siting requirements. Xcel Energy
identified many potential route options within a large study area in order to obtain agency and public input 
to support the route selection process. Field review of final route alternatives are in the process of being
conducted to clarify or confirm potential route issues or constraints. The attached map depicts the study 
area for the proposed Project and presents a selection of preliminary route options. If you prefer to review 
the data in a GIS shapefile format, please let us know and we will 

Xcel Energy intends to file a Certificate of Need (CON) and Route Permit (RP) Application by the end of 
2017, in accordance with Minnesota Rules (Minn. R.) 7849 and Minn. R. 7850 respectively, to the 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (PUC) for the Project. As part of this process, Xcel Energy is
conducting public meetings and stakeholder outreach, as well as coordinate with applicable regulatory and 
government offices. We appreciate your assistance as we evaluate siting and routing information and work 
through the PUC’s approval process. Please let us know if you have information we should consider in 
evaluating routes.
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If you prefer to review the routes Xcel Energy is studying in a GIS shapefile format, or if you have questions 
and would like additional information about the proposed Project, please contact me at 
Thomas.Hillstrom@xcelenergy.com or (612) 330-5835.  

Sincerely,

Thomas Hillstrom
Principal Permitting Agent 

Enclosure: Project Location Map





Nicollet County Meeting 

When: 9/28/17 @ 11:00 a.m. 

Attendees 

Xcel Energy: Tom Hillstrom, Siting & Land Rights;  
Nicollet County: Mandy Landkamer, Seth Greenwood, third person didn’t get name 

Topic: Discuss additional route options recently issued for Belgrade township. 

Notes 

County was interested in hearing about new route possibilities 
County was concerned about a route near Minnemishinona Falls in Belgrade township 

o Tom explained that the route near the waterfall would go along Judson Bottom Road 
and that there were many obstacles to this route including the waterfall park, the scenic 
by status of Judson Bottom Road and the dense concentration of cultural resources.   

County staff asked about the process 
o Tom described the process and timelines 

 



Nicollet County Meeting 

When: 2/15/17 @ 11:00 a.m. 

Attendees 

Xcel Energy: Tom Hillstrom, Siting & Land Rights; Trisha Rosenfeld, Community Relations; Sarah 
Gedrose, Communications  
Nicollet County: Mandy Landkamer, Director, Jon Hammel, Deputy Zoning 
Administrator/Planner 

Topic: Xcel Energy briefed officials on the upcoming Huntley-Wilmarth project and looked for feedback 
in routing options. 

Notes 

After briefing county officials, Landkamer commented everything sounded pretty straight 
forward and they had been through the process in the past with wind farms in the county 
The County said they would send their zoning map 
Mentioned North Mankato may be using County Road 6 as a future boundary development 
The County stated using an existing corridor is preferable 
County mentioned to avoid excavation on river bottom roads  
The County said they would share contact information for Belgrade Township as there is a new 
board after elections.  The County mentioned Belgrade Township may like to be heavily involved 
in the process. 
Landkamer asked if we can put a route through a wetland.  We said yes, but it does require 
special permits and we would need to do that permitting through their County office. 
Landkamer mentioned a possible route by Minnemishinona Falls in Belgrade township 
Landkamer as for a place where they could find similar looking lines. We mentioned the 
CapX2020 lines in Belle Plaine, but that they are larger than the ones we are using.  We showed 
examples of possible structure types in the presentation. 
Hillstrom asked if the County had access to address information for landowners, the County said 
they could send mapping parcel information. 
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Minneapolis, MN 55401 
 
1-800-895-4999 
Xcelenergy.com 

August 29, 2017

  
April Sullivan
District Conservationist
Nicollet County NRCS Office
111 6th St (PO Box 161)
Gaylord, MN 55334

Re: 345 kV Huntley to Wilmarth Transmission Line Project 
Blue Earth, Faribault, Nicollet, and Martin County, Minnesota

Dear April Sullivan:  

Xcel Energy is proposing to construct a new 345 kilovolt (kV) high voltage transmission line (HVTL),
extending from Xcel’s Wilmarth Generating Station located in Mankato in Blue Earth County, to an ITC 
Midwest Huntley Substation south of Winnebago in Faribault County, just south of the intersection of U.S. 
Highway 169 and 345th Avenue. 

The project, referred to as the Huntley to Wilmarth 345 kV Project (Project), was identified by the 
Midcontinent Independent System Operator (MISO) as a market efficiency project to provide access to 
lower cost energy sources (e.g., wind energy) that currently cannot be fully utilized due to lack of adequate 
transmission. The Project is part of infrastructure improvements needed to allow advancement of renewable 
energy—particularly wind energy—in the state, throughout MISO, and nationally.  Xcel Energy and ITC 
Midwest will co-own the new transmission line and Xcel Energy is acting as lead developer of the Project. 
The Project’s endpoints were identified by MISO analysts specifically to allow the next increment of 
transmission capacity in the most efficient way.  

Xcel Energy is in the process of evaluating route alternatives within the study area based on analysis of 
publicly available data that minimize socioeconomic and environmental impacts, maximize co-location 
with other infrastructure, and satisfy regulatory routing and facility siting requirements. Xcel Energy
identified many potential route options within a large study area in order to obtain agency and public input 
to support the route selection process. Field review of final route alternatives are in the process of being
conducted to clarify or confirm potential route issues or constraints. The attached map depicts the study 
area for the proposed Project and presents a selection of preliminary route options. If you prefer to review 
the data in a GIS shapefile format, please let us know and we will 

Xcel Energy intends to file a Certificate of Need (CON) and Route Permit (RP) Application by the end of 
2017, in accordance with Minnesota Rules (Minn. R.) 7849 and Minn. R. 7850 respectively, to the 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (PUC) for the Project. As part of this process, Xcel Energy is
conducting public meetings and stakeholder outreach, as well as coordinate with applicable regulatory and 
government offices. We appreciate your assistance as we evaluate siting and routing information and work 
through the PUC’s approval process. Please let us know if you have information we should consider in 
evaluating routes.
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If you prefer to review the routes Xcel Energy is studying in a GIS shapefile format, or if you have questions 
and would like additional information about the proposed Project, please contact me at 
Thomas.Hillstrom@xcelenergy.com or (612) 330-5835.  

Sincerely,

Thomas Hillstrom
Principal Permitting Agent 

Enclosure: Project Location Map
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August 29, 2017

  
Kevin Ostermann
District Manager
Nicollet County Soil and Water Conservation District
424 S Minnesota Ave
St Peter, MN 56082

Re: 345 kV Huntley to Wilmarth Transmission Line Project 
Blue Earth, Faribault, Nicollet, and Martin County, Minnesota

Dear Kevin Ostermann:

Xcel Energy is proposing to construct a new 345 kilovolt (kV) high voltage transmission line (HVTL),
extending from Xcel’s Wilmarth Generating Station located in Mankato in Blue Earth County, to an ITC 
Midwest Huntley Substation south of Winnebago in Faribault County, just south of the intersection of U.S. 
Highway 169 and 345th Avenue. 

The project, referred to as the Huntley to Wilmarth 345 kV Project (Project), was identified by the 
Midcontinent Independent System Operator (MISO) as a market efficiency project to provide access to 
lower cost energy sources (e.g., wind energy) that currently cannot be fully utilized due to lack of adequate 
transmission. The Project is part of infrastructure improvements needed to allow advancement of renewable 
energy—particularly wind energy—in the state, throughout MISO, and nationally.  Xcel Energy and ITC 
Midwest will co-own the new transmission line and Xcel Energy is acting as lead developer of the Project. 
The Project’s endpoints were identified by MISO analysts specifically to allow the next increment of 
transmission capacity in the most efficient way.  

Xcel Energy is in the process of evaluating route alternatives within the study area based on analysis of 
publicly available data that minimize socioeconomic and environmental impacts, maximize co-location 
with other infrastructure, and satisfy regulatory routing and facility siting requirements. Xcel Energy
identified many potential route options within a large study area in order to obtain agency and public input 
to support the route selection process. Field review of final route alternatives are in the process of being
conducted to clarify or confirm potential route issues or constraints. The attached map depicts the study 
area for the proposed Project and presents a selection of preliminary route options. If you prefer to review 
the data in a GIS shapefile format, please let us know and we will 

Xcel Energy intends to file a Certificate of Need (CON) and Route Permit (RP) Application by the end of 
2017, in accordance with Minnesota Rules (Minn. R.) 7849 and Minn. R. 7850 respectively, to the 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (PUC) for the Project. As part of this process, Xcel Energy is
conducting public meetings and stakeholder outreach, as well as coordinate with applicable regulatory and 
government offices. We appreciate your assistance as we evaluate siting and routing information and work 
through the PUC’s approval process. Please let us know if you have information we should consider in 
evaluating routes.
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If you prefer to review the routes Xcel Energy is studying in a GIS shapefile format, or if you have questions 
and would like additional information about the proposed Project, please contact me at 
Thomas.Hillstrom@xcelenergy.com or (612) 330-5835.  

Sincerely,

Thomas Hillstrom
Principal Permitting Agent 

Enclosure: Project Location Map





City of Mankato Meeting 

When: 8/22/17  

Attendees 

Xcel Energy: Tom Hillstrom, Siting & Land Rights; Trisha Rosenfeld, Community Relations 
Mankato: Pat Hentges, City Manager, Paul Vogel, City Community Development Director 

Topic:  Discuss potential routes along east side of Mankato 

Notes 

Discussed routes that may affect City of Mankato, 
Near East Loop –  

o Would affect platted development from Madison south to Hwy 83 (approx. 2 miles) 
o Likely future development impacts south and west of Hwy 83 

East Route 
o The preliminary route is located 1/4 mile west of the development boundary between 

Mankato and Eagle Lake (KTOE road aka 594th Avenue).  The city would prefer this route 
to be on 594th Ave or moved another ¼ mile west. 

o Future development along this route is at least 20 years out 

City staff said that they would formalize their comments and forward them to us.  This would likely be in 
the form of a council resolution sent around October. 

 



City of Mankato Meeting 

When: 1/31/17 @ 11:00AM 

Attendees 

Xcel Energy: Tom Hillstrom, Siting & Land Rights; Trisha Rosenfeld, Community Relations; Sarah 
Gedrose, Communications  
Mankato: Pat Hentges, City Manager, Paul Vogel, City Community Development Director 

Topic:  Xcel Energy briefed officials on the upcoming Huntley-Wilmarth project and looked for feedback 
in routing options. 

Notes 

Mankato appreciated the opportunity to be consulted at the beginning phase of the project. 
Regarding potential routes east of Mankato, City staff stated their preference for using an 
existing corridor if possible 
Mankato asked about redundancy on the lines and we explained the purpose of the project is to 
have an added back-up if the existing 345 line would go down. 
Mankato asked about the right-of-way needed if we rebuilt on the 115 kV line. We stated  
existing right-of-way on lower voltage lines would be approximately 80 and 100 feet, and we 
would need 150 for the 345 kV line. Mankato stated that could be an issue as some new 
apartment buildings are built right up to the existing line. 
Mankato said the east side of Highway 22 is platted for residential. There is a development 
planned on Adams, and another called Prairie Wind Development near the new middle school. 
They are going to send their future land use map. 
Mankato said one option could be going down County Road 86 (also known as the “KTOE Road”, 
shown as 594th St. on the map) and then go south. Go west on County Road 90. 
There is a new middle school at CR83 and TH22 
Mankato wondered whether the line could follow the 169 corridor. We said we would study this 
possibility. 
Mankato said it could work to go by the Aurora solar facility to the south of the community, or 
by the Walmart distribution center near an existing transmission line. 
Mankato requested we meet with them again before we have the public meetings to show 
them the routes 
Mankato asked when construction would start. We explained it would be two years for 
permitting and three years after that before the line would be complete. 
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